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CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA 1 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 2 

ARTICLE XI - DEFINITIONS 3 
 4 
Section 5 
 6 
11.1  Definitions. 7 
 8 
Unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning, the following definitions shall be used to 9 
interpret the provisions of these Land Use and Development Regulations. 10 
Words whose meanings are self-evident as used in this ordinance are not defined here. Words 11 
used in the present tense shall include the future; the singular includes the plural, and vice versa. 12 
The word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive. The word "includes" shall not limit a 13 
term to the specific examples, but is intended to extend its meaning to all other instances or 14 
circumstances of like kind or character. The terms "land use" and "use of land" shall be deemed 15 
also to include building or structure use and use of building or structure. 16 
 17 
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 18 
 19 
Section 11.1. Purpose and Intent 20 
 21 
A. This chapter is intended to define terms used in the Land Development Code (LDC) and provide 22 

clarity in the LDC.  23 
 24 
B. Unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning, the following definitions shall be used to 25 

interpret the provisions of the LDC. 26 
 27 
C. Words whose meanings are self-evident as used in this Code are not defined here. Undefined terms 28 

that are commonly used may be defined using a dictionary. Words used in the present tense shall 29 
include the future; the singular includes the plural, and vice versa. 30 

 31 
D. Certain definitions may not be in alphabetical order and may be organized according to a common 32 

term or subject heading. 33 
 34 
E. The definitions in the Article may be different from the definitions used in the City of Cape Coral 35 

Code of Ordinances.  36 
 37 
Section 11.2. Definitions 38 
 39 
Abandoned Structure, is any structure which has ceased to be used for its designed and intended 40 
purpose.   41 
 42 
Abandoned Vehicle or Watercraft, shall mean vehicles or watercraft which are not currently registered or 43 
licensed to be lawfully operable on public streets or waterways, or which are wrecked, inoperative, in a partially 44 
dismantled condition, or which have no apparent intrinsic value to the rightful owner.  45 

 46 
 47 



P a g e  2 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

Abandonment, is the relinquishment or cessation of the use of property by the owner or lessee without 48 
any intention of transferring rights to the property to another owner or of resuming the use of the 49 
property.  Often in reference to an easement or a right-of-way. 50 
 51 
ABUTTING PROPERTIESAbutting Properties,. Properties which share a common border or property line. 52 
 53 
Access, is the place, means, or way by which vehicles or pedestrians obtain ingress and egress to a 54 
property or use. 55 
 56 
Access Drive, is a driving surface leading from a right-of-way to a parking area. 57 
 58 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), is a separate housekeeping unit from the with a separate entrance, 59 
kitchen, sleeping area, and full bathroom facilities, which is an attached or detached extension to an 60 
existing single-family structure.  61 
 62 
Accessory Building or Structure, is a subordinate building or structure, the use of which is customarily 63 
incidental the main building or to the main use of the land and which is on the same site as the main 64 
building or use. 65 
 66 

ACCESSORY USE. A use customarily incidental to the principal use of the property, and 67 

unless otherwise specifically provided by the City of Cape Coral Land Use Regulations. (See also § 68 

3.1.)  69 

 70 
Accessory Use, is a use that is incidental to and subordinate to the main building or use of land and that 71 
is on the same lot and under the same ownership in all respects. 72 
 73 
Acre, is a land area of 43,560 square feet. 74 
 75 

ACTIVE USE. A building use designed for human occupation that attracts pedestrian activity; 76 
provides a direct view to adjacent rights-of-way or open spaces through transparent windows 77 
and/or doors or openings. Commercial active uses generally provide access to the general public 78 
and may include, but are not limited to, retail, personal services, offices, restaurants, coffee shops, 79 
libraries, municipal facilities, common areas and entrance lobbies. Residential active uses generally 80 
include, but are not limited to, dwelling units, common areas, entrance lobbies, lounges, and gyms. 81 
 82 
Addition, is any construction that increases the size of a building in terms of site coverage, height, 83 
length, width, or gross floor area.  84 
 85 
Adjoining or Abutting, means two properties share at least one common point or property line. 86 
 87 
Adjacent, means two properties that are separated by a public right of way, canal, or alley. 88 
 89 
Adjacent Parcel, is any waterfront parcel that is not an end parcel, but that abuts an end parcel or a corner 90 
parcel. 91 

 92 
ADJACENT PROPERTIES. See ABUTTING PROPERTIES . 93 
 94 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.1ACUS
https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.1ACUS
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ADJOINING PROPERTIES. See ABUTTING PROPERTIES . 95 
(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 96 
 97 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL. The Director of the Department of Community Development or 98 
duly authorized representative. 99 

 100 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE. An office which is customarily ancillary and supportive to the 101 

permitted principal use of the property and which is used for clerical and administrative functions 102 
of the principal use. This term shall include managers or association offices for residential rental 103 
property, subdivisions, recreation vehicle parks and similar type activities. 104 

 105 
Adult Day Care Center, means any building or buildings, operated for profit or not, which provides 106 
daytime, basic care services to three or more persons who are 18 years of age or older, who are not 107 
related to the owner or operator by blood or marriage, and who require such services. 108 

 109 
Affordable Housing, is housing with a sale or rental cost, including taxes and utilities, of 30 percent or 110 
less of the total monthly household income of low income households. 111 
 112 

AGRICULTURAL BUILDING OR STRUCTURE. Any building or structure accessory to the 113 
principal farming, fisheries, animal specialty farm or plant nurseries use of the land. 114 

 115 
Agricultural Building, are structures intended primarily or exclusively for support of an agricultural 116 
function, including barns, silos, water towers, windmills, and greenhouses.  117 
 118 
Agricultural Land, is land used actively for the production of food, fiber, or livestock. 119 
 120 

AGRICULTURAL OR FARM EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or 121 
portion of a premises, occupied by an establishment primarily engaged in the retail selling of farm 122 
equipment machinery, hardware, production supplies and other miscellaneous farm and garden 123 
supplies directly to ultimate consumers and not for resale. FARM EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY 124 
ESTABLISHMENTS may include farm equipment repair departments provided such repair 125 
departments are incidental and accessory to the principal retail selling of farm equipment and 126 
supplies. 127 

 128 
AGRICULTURAL or FARMING. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied by an 129 

establishment primarily having as the principal purpose of business the production for sale of field 130 
crops, fruit, tree nuts, vegetables, livestock, livestock products, poultry hatcheries and animal 131 
husbandry activities. 132 

 133 
AGRICULTURAL OR FARMING SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or portion of a 134 

premises, occupied by an establishment in which a person, or persons, practice a vocation that 135 
performs a type of labor, act or work off the premises that primarily results in a variety of farming 136 
services such as crop dusting, vegetable and fruit picking, grain cleaning, harvesting, plowing and 137 
similar operations normally on a contract basis or for a fee or charge. 138 

 139 



P a g e  4 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

Agricultural Uses, means farming, including plowing, tillage, cropping, seeding, cultivating, or harvesting 140 
for the production of food and fiber products (except commercial logging and timber harvesting 141 
operations); the grazing or raising of livestock (except in feed yards); aquaculture; sod production; 142 
orchards or groves; Christmas trees; nurseries; and the cultivation of products as part of a recognized 143 
commercial enterprise. 144 

 145 
AIRCRAFT ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied by an 146 

establishment primarily engaged in the retail selling of new or used aircraft and related new parts 147 
and accessories directly to the ultimate consumer on the premises and not for resale. Aircraft 148 
establishments may include repair departments; provided such repair departments are incidental 149 
and accessory to the principal retail selling of aircraft and related aircraft accessories. 150 

 151 
AIRCRAFT LANDING FACILITY, PRIVATE. A facility, which may or may not be opened to the 152 

public, whose primary purpose is to accommodate the take-off and landing of non-commercial 153 
passenger aircraft. 154 

 155 
Alley, is a right-of-way that affords a secondary means of vehicular access to abutting properties.  156 
 157 
Alteration, means any enlargement, addition, relocation, remodel, change in number of units, 158 
development, or change to a facility, other than painting and other changes to finishes. 159 

 160 
ALTERED. Any change or addition to the load-bearing members or the foundation of a 161 

structure. 162 
 163 

Alternate Tower Structure, means man-made trees, clock towers, bell steeples, light poles, and 164 
similar alternative-design mounting structures that camouflage or conceal the presence of antennas 165 
or towers. 166 
 167 
Ambient, is the surrounding level of light, noise, air, or odor. 168 
 169 
Amplified Sound, means sound augmented by any electronic or other means that increases the sound 170 
level or volume. Public background sound or amplified sound caused by the police or fire departments 171 
of the city in the performance of their official duties shall not be considered amplified sound. 172 

 173 
AMUSEMENT PARK ESTABLISHMENTS. Known as amusement parks, kiddie parks, theme 174 

parks, etc. which operate a number of attractions such as mechanical rides, amusement devices, 175 
exhibits, and refreshment stands or picnic grounds, for a profit. 176 

 177 
ANIMAL KENNELAnimal Kennel., is Aan establishment where more than four dogs or cats (except 178 
litters of animals of not more than six months of age) are kept, raised, cared for or boarded, for a fee. 179 
 180 

ANIMAL SHELTER. As differentiated from a kennel, any place so designed to provide for the 181 
temporary accommodation of five or more stray common household pets until appropriate 182 
disposition of such animals can be made. 183 

 184 
Animal Shelter, is any place so designed to provide for the temporary accommodation of five or more 185 
stray common household pets until appropriate disposition of such animals can be made. 186 
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 187 
ANIMAL SPECIALTY FARMS. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied by an 188 

establishment primarily having as the principal purpose of business the production for sale of 189 
animal specialties, such as apiaries, dog farms, horse farms, mink farms and rabbit farms. 190 

 191 
Antenna, means any exterior transmitting or receiving device mounted on a tower, building, or 192 
structure and used in communications that radiates or captures electromagnetic waves, digital 193 
signals, analog signals, radio frequencies (excluding radar signals), wireless telecommunications 194 
signals, or other communication signals. 195 
 196 
Antenna Support Structure, is any building or other structure, other than a tower, which may be used 197 
for location of wireless telecommunications facilities. 198 

 199 
ANTIQUE STORES. A building, or portion of a building, occupied by an establishment 200 

primarily engaged in the retail selling of antique furniture, home furnishings and objects of art and 201 
related antique accessories directly to ultimate consumers on the premises. Merchandise and 202 
goods sold by such establishments are normally not purchased for resale purposes. 203 
 204 
Arbor, is a structure on which plants and vines can grow. 205 

 206 
ARCADE. A series of piers topped by arches that support a permanent roof. 207 

(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003; Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 208 
 209 
Arcade, Architectural, means a succession of arches supported by columns or piers, or a covered 210 
walkway enclosed by a line of arches on one or both sides.  211 

 212 

Architectural Feature, is any prominent or characteristic part of a building, including windows, 213 
columns, awnings, marquee, façade, or fascia. 214 
 215 
Art, Public, is any visual work of art displayed open to the public view on public or private property 216 
which does not contain characteristics of an advertisement for a business. 217 

 218 
ARTISAN BREWERY. A use that brews beer, ale and similar beverages on a small scale and 219 

whose annual production of beer is capped by the City of Cape Coral in contrast to a full-fledged 220 
brewery that may produce an unlimited volume of beer. These establishments may include a 221 
tasting room and retail space to sell beer produced on the premises, as well as beer, spirits and 222 
wine produced elsewhere, along with related retail items and food. 223 
(Ord. 30-14, § 2, 10-20-2014; Ord. 36-15, § 4, 8-31-2015) 224 

 225 
ARTISAN DISTILLERY. A use that distills spirituous beverages on a small scale and whose 226 

annual production of spirits is capped by the City of Cape Coral in contrast to a full-fledged 227 
distillery that may produce an unlimited volume of spirits. These establishments may include a 228 
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tasting room and retail space to sell spirits produced on the premises, as well as spirits, beer, and 229 
wine produced elsewhere, along with related retail items and food. 230 
(Ord. 30-14, § 2, 10-20-2014; Ord. 36-15, § 4, 8-31-2015) 231 

 232 
ARTISAN WINERY. A use that produces wine on a small scale and whose annual production 233 

of wine is capped by the City of Cape Coral in contrast to a full-fledged winery that may produce 234 
an unlimited volume of wine. These establishments may include a tasting room and retail space to 235 
sell wine produced on the premises, as well as wine, beer, and spirits produced elsewhere, along 236 
with related retail items and food. 237 
(Ord. 30-14, § 2, 10-20-2014; Ord. 36-15, § 4, 8-31-2015) 238 

 239 
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY. A facility as defined by F.S. § 400.402, as same may hereafter be 240 

amended. 241 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998)  242 
 243 
Assisted Living Facility (ALF) or Nursing Home, means any building, section or distinct part of a 244 
building, private home, boarding home, home for the aged, or other residential facility, whether 245 
operated for profit or not, which undertakes through its ownership or management to provide 246 
housing, meals, and one or more personal services for a period exceeding 24 hours to one or more 247 
adults who are not relatives of the owner or administrator.  248 
 249 
Auditorium or Assembly Hall, is a building with facilities to accommodate groups of people. 250 
 251 

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS STORE. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of new or 252 
used parts and accessories for automobiles, truck trailers, and motorcycles but not providing 253 
installation services. This term does not include auto-wrecking yards. 254 

 255 
AUTOMOTIVE PARKING ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied 256 

by an establishment primarily engaged in providing commercial parking facilities on open air lots, 257 
sites or structures for relatively short periods of time directly to meet the needs of ultimate 258 
consumers normally for a fee or charge. 259 

 260 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied 261 

by an establishment primarily engaged in furnishing car-washing, waxing, detailing, polishing or 262 
similar services except repairs, intended for and directly incidental to the needs of ultimate 263 
consumers on the premises normally for a fee or charge. 264 

 265 
AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION, LIMITED. An establishment primarily engaged in the retail 266 

sale of motor fuel and lubricants, but which may also include facilities for washing, waxing, 267 
detailing, polishing, greasing, tire repair (no recapping or vulcanizing) and other minor incidental 268 
repairs. (See alsoSELF-SERVICE FUEL PUMP STATION .) 269 

 270 
AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION, FULL-SERVICE. An establishment similar to an automobile 271 

service station, limited, but which also provides emergency road service, including towing and 272 
emergency repairs and services, provided however, such establishment is not primarily engaged in 273 
work or services listed as automotive repair and service. 274 
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 275 
AUTOMOBILE TOWING ESTABLISHMENT. A premises or portion of a premises occupied by 276 

an establishment in which a person, or persons, practice a vocation or occupation that performs a 277 
type of labor, act, or work off the premises that results in the towing of motor vehicles. Tow trucks 278 
or wreckers may be stored on the premises, but no towed vehicles shall be stored on the premises. 279 

 280 
AUTOMOBILE WRECKING OR WRECKING YARD. A premises or portion of a premises 281 

engaged in the dismantling, crushing, shredding, or disassembly of used motor vehicles or trailers, 282 
or the storage sale, or dumping of dismantled, partially dismantled, or wrecked vehicles or their 283 
parts. (See also JUNK YARD .) 284 

 285 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE CENTERS. A grouping of consumer-oriented automotive 286 

establishments, planned and developed as a single structure or under a unified architectural 287 
theme, owned and managed as a unit and providing a range of goods, services and repair specific 288 
to the automotive market; and providing customer and employee parking off-street and on-site. 289 

 290 
AUTOMATIC TELLER MACHINE (ATM). Unattended banking station located outside of, or 291 

away from the principal bank building and in operation beyond normal lobby hours; operated by 292 
computerized equipment and capable of carrying out specific banking transactions. 293 

 294 
AVIARY. A structure, ancillary to the principal dwelling, used for the confinement of birds. 295 

Such use shall be non-commercial only. 296 
 297 
AWNING. A flexible roof-like cover that extends out from an exterior wall and shields a 298 

window, doorway, sidewalk, or other space below those elements. 299 
 300 
Awning, is a roof-like cover, often of fabric, metal, or glass designed and intended for protection from 301 
the weather or as a decorative embellishment, and which projects from a wall or roof of a structure over 302 
a window, walk, door. 303 
 304 

 305 

 306 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 307 

 308 
BALCONY. An open portion of an upper floor that extends beyond a building's exterior wall 309 

and is not supported from below by vertical columns or piers. 310 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 311 
 312 
Banding, means a projection of masonry, stucco, or similar material around a building or part of a 313 
building, which is attached to the building. 314 
 315 
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 316 

 317 
Banner, is any sign having the characters, letters, illustrations, or ornamentations applied to cloth, paper, 318 
or fabric of any kind with only such material for foundation. The word "banner" shall also include pennant 319 
or any animated, rotating, or fluttering device, with or without lettering or design, and manufactured and 320 
placed for the purpose of attracting attention. 321 
 322 
BAR or COCKTAIL LOUNGE. Any establishment devoted primarily to the retailing and on-323 
premises drinking of malt, vinous, distilled, or other alcoholic beverages. 324 
 325 
Base Flood, is a flood having a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. The base 326 
flood is commonly referred to as the "100-year flood" or the "1%-annual chance flood." 327 
 328 
Base Flood Elevation, is the elevation of the base flood, including wave height, relative to the National 329 
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD), North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) or other datum specified on 330 
the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). 331 
 332 
Basement, is the portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides. 333 

 334 
BATHROOM. A separate room within a structure containing, at least, a bathtub or shower, a 335 

commode and a washbowl. 336 
 337 
Bathroom, is a room in a building containing, at a minimum, a toilet and a sink. 338 

 339 
BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS. A residence which provides sleeping 340 

accommodations and breakfasts on a short-term basis for paying guests. Such establishments may 341 
also provide lunch and supper. A BED AND BREAKFAST shall have no more than six sleeping 342 
rooms of which one must be occupied by the owner or manager. Such establishments shall not be 343 
construed as lodging houses, motels, hotels, or boarding or rooming houses. 344 
 345 
Bed and Breakfast, means a transient lodging establishment, generally in a single-family dwelling or 346 
detached guesthouses, primarily engaged in providing overnight or otherwise temporary lodging for the 347 
general public and may provide meals for compensation. 348 
 349 
Berm, is a mound or earthen ridge placed above natural or existing grade for the purpose of shielding, 350 
screening, mitigating impacts from or otherwise separating areas of dissimilar use, to provide visual 351 
interest, accommodate landscape improvements, or control the direction and flow of water. 352 
 353 
Best Management Practices (BMP), is the combination of conservation measures, structures, or 354 
management practices that reduces or avoids adverse impacts of development on adjoining site’s land, 355 
water or waterways, and waterbodies. 356 
 357 
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Bike Lane, is a corridor expressly reserved for bicycles.  358 
 359 
Bio-Retention Area, is a shallow planted depression designed to retain or detain stormwater before 360 
infiltration or discharge. Plants used in bio-retention areas must be able to survive without fertilizer or 361 
other artificial means. 362 
 363 
Block, is land typically surrounded by streets or other transportation or utility rights-of-way, or by 364 
physical barriers such as bodies of water or public open spaces. Block may also mean a group of parcels 365 
within a geographic area.  366 

 367 
BOARDING OR ROOMING HOUSE. A building, or portion of a building, in which five or more 368 

sleeping rooms are provided for occupancy by nontransient persons with or without meals for 369 
compensation on a prearranged weekly or monthly basis. A BOARDING OR ROOMING 370 
HOUSE shall include living quarters and may contain independent cooking facilities designed for 371 
the resident manager only. (See also Art. III, § 3.3.5.) 372 

 373 
BOAT. Any vessel, watercraft, or other artificial contrivance used, or which is capable of being 374 

used, as a means of transportation, mode of habitation, or as a place of business, professional, or 375 
social association on waters of Lee County, Florida, including: 376 

1. 377 
Foreign and domestic watercraft engaged in commerce; 378 

2. 379 
Passenger or other cargo-carrying water craft; 380 

3. 381 
Privately-owned recreational watercraft; 382 

4. 383 
Airboats and seaplanes; and 384 

5. 385 
Houseboats or other floating homes. 386 
 387 
Boat, is a vessel designed for operation as a watercraft propelled by oars, sails, or internal combustion 388 
engine(s). A boat shall not be considered as a recreational vehicle even though may have facilities for 389 
temporary living quarters. 390 

 391 
Boat Canopy, is a removable protective cover installed to cover a boat located in the principal 392 
mooring area of a dock or over a boat lift; a boat canopy designed and intended for the purpose of 393 
protecting a marine vessel from damage from the elements and is fastened to, erected on, or installed 394 
on a marine improvement. Covers that protect marine vessels from the elements, but that fasten only 395 
to the marine vessel and not, in any way, to a marine improvement shall not be deemed to be boat 396 
canopies. 397 

 398 
BOAT PARTS STORE. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of watercraft parts 399 

and accessories (excluding trailers), but not providing installation service. 400 
 401 
BOAT REPAIR AND SERVICE. Establishments primarily engaged in minor repair service to 402 

small watercraft, including the sale and installation of accessories. 403 
 404 
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Boat Sales, is an establishment where boats or other marine vessels such as kayaks, canoes, or smaller 405 
motorized watercraft area sold. 406 
 407 
Boat slip, is a space designed for the mooring of a single watercraft. Such spaces may extend from a 408 
dock or shoreline or be created from a cut-in. 409 
 410 

 411 
BOAT YARD. A boating or harbor facility located on or having direct access to navigable 412 

water engaged in building, maintaining and performing extensive repair on boats and small ships, 413 
marine engines and equipment, and including all uses also found in a marina. However, a BOAT 414 
YARD shall be distinguished from a marina by the larger scale and greater extent of work done in 415 
a boatyard and by the use of dry dock, marine railway or large capacity lifts used to haul out boats 416 
for maintenance or repair. (See MARINA .) 417 
 418 
Borrow Pit, see “Extraction”. 419 

 420 
BREWPUB. A restaurant, bar, or nightclub with facilities that produces beer or wine for on-site 421 
consumption and retail sale to restaurant, bar, or nightclub patrons. Nonalcoholic beverages may 422 
also be produced for on-site consumption and retail sale. A brewpub differs from an artisan 423 
brewery in that a greater percentage of beer or wine produced at a brewpub is generally 424 
consumed on the premises. (Ord. 30-14, § 2, 10-20-2014; Ord. 36-15, § 4, 8-31-2015) 425 
 426 
Brewery, is a facility with a capacity to manufacture more than 5,000 barrels of beer or other similar 427 
beverages a year. 428 
 429 
Brewpub, is a restaurant or bar with facilities that produces beer or wine for on-site consumption and 430 
retail sale to restaurant, bar, or nightclub patrons. Nonalcoholic beverages may also be produced for 431 
on-site consumption and retail sale. A brewpub differs from an craft brewery in that a greater 432 
percentage of beer or wine produced at a brewpub is generally consumed on the premises. 433 
 434 
Buffer, means open spaces, landscaped areas, fences, walls, berms, or any combination thereof used to 435 
physically and visually separate one use or property from another. 436 

 437 
BUILDABLE LAND. Land remaining after the applicable minimum yard and green area 438 

requirements are met. 439 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998) 440 
 441 

BUILDING. Any structure either temporary or permanent, having a roof intended to be 442 
impervious to weather, and used or built for the shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, 443 
or property of any kind. This definition shall include tents, awnings, cabanas, or vehicles situated 444 
on private property and serving in any way the function of a building, but does not include 445 
screened enclosures not having a roof impervious to the weather. In addition, the area of the pool 446 
deck or other impervious surfaces, exclusive of pools and spas that may be located under screened 447 
enclosures, shall be included as part of the building. 448 
(Ord. 71-91, 9-23-1991) 449 
 450 
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BUILDING, FRONT OF. That side of a building that faces toward the street right-of-way or 451 
easement serving as the means of vehicular access to the property. 452 

 453 
BUILDING FRONTAGE. The width of a building facade, or portion thereof, that faces, is 454 

generally parallel or oriented toward a street, and is located between applicable minimum and 455 
maximum setback lines or within build-to zones. For purposes of this definition, outdoor areas, or 456 
portions thereof, such as, but not limited to, porches and decks, meeting the above criteria shall be 457 
considered building frontage. Additionally, a building's facade that faces, is generally parallel or 458 
oriented toward a street, and serves to create a courtyard that is located between the facade and 459 
the street shall be considered a building frontage regardless of its placement relative to setback 460 
lines or build-to zones. Where required, building frontage shall be measured as a horizontal linear 461 
dimension projected in a single plane and expressed as a percentage of the lot frontage. 462 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005; Ord. 15-12, 9-20-2012) 463 
 464 

BUILDING HEIGHT. The vertical distance measured from the lowest finished floor elevation 465 
to the lowest point of the highest horizontal eave or to the highest point of the highest parapet 466 
wall, whichever is higher. 467 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998) 468 
 469 

BUILDING LINE. A line drawn parallel to the front lot line and tangent to the nearest part of 470 
the principal building and extending from side lot line to side lot line. 471 

 472 
BUILDING PERMIT. Any building or construction permit required under the Building Code of 473 

Cape Coral, Florida or this ordinance. 474 
 475 
BUILDING WALL. An exterior wall of a building that serves to provide enclosure for interior 476 

spaces and protection from natural elements. 477 
(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 478 
 479 
Build-to Line, are locations where a proposed development shall locate the linear footage of the 480 
building’s edge, thus ensuring a uniform (or more or less even) building façade line on the street.  Build-481 
to lines may correspond to the property line or may be offset from the property line.   482 
 483 

BUILD-TO ZONE. A build-to zone is a range of allowable distances from a street right-of-way 484 
in which a building shall be built in order to create a generally uniform line of buildings along a 485 
street. 486 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005)  487 
 488 
Buildable Area, is that portion of a lot exclusive of the required setbacks or open spaces upon which 489 
improvements are permitted. 490 
 491 
Building, Attached, is a building which has at least part of a wall in common with another building, or 492 
which is connected to another building by a roof. 493 
 494 
Building Front, means a building wall that faces a public street, a private street, or a common open 495 
space. A building may have more than one building front. 496 
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 497 
Building, Primary or Principal, is a building in which the primary use of the lot, on which the building is 498 
located, is conducted. 499 
 500 
Building Rear, means a building wall that does not face a public street, a private access way, or a 501 
common open space. A building may have more than one building rear. 502 
 503 
Business Front Foot, means the lineal distance of the building space occupied by the particular business 504 
measured on a straight-line parallel to the street. If a building fronts on two (2) or more streets, the 505 
property owner shall be given the option of selecting one (1) street frontage for the purpose of computing 506 
allowable sign area. Where a business does not parallel a street, the front foot shall be measured along 507 
the exterior of the building space occupied by the particular business.  508 
 509 

BUSINESS OFFICES. Office space for the conduct of commercial activities, excluding retail 510 
sales. 511 
 512 
By-right, are uses that are permitted without special conditions or a public hearing. 513 
 514 
Caliper – Palm, is the diameter of the palm trunk taken at the widest portion, measured between one 515 
foot and three feet from the ground. 516 
 517 
Caliper – Tree, is the measurement of the average of the largest diameter of a tree, and that 518 
perpendicular to it, measured 12 inches above the ground. 519 

 520 
CAMERA SHOP. Establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of cameras, film and other 521 

photographic supplies and equipment. Establishments primarily engaged in finishing films are 522 
listed as photofinishing laboratories. 523 
 524 
Camouflaged, means any wireless communications facility which is designed to blend into the 525 
surrounding environment or that camouflages or conceals the presence of the tower or wireless 526 
telecommunication facility to the extent that the average person would be unaware of its nature as a 527 
tower, antenna, or wireless telecommunications facility.  Examples of camouflaged facilities include, but 528 
are not limited to, man-made trees, clock towers, bell steeples, flag poles, light poles, and similar 529 
alternative-design mounting structures. Examples of camouflaged antennas include, but are not limited 530 
to, architecturally screened roof-mounted antennas, building-mounted antennas painted to match the 531 
existing structure, and antennas integrated into architectural elements. 532 
 533 
Campground, is an area to be used for transient occupancy by camping in tents, camp trailers, travel 534 
trailers, motor homes, or similar movable or temporary sleeping quarters of any kind. A campground 535 
shall not be considered an RV Resort as defined in this article.  536 
 537 
Canal End Line, is a line or lines drawn from the farthest point where the canal meets land perpendicular 538 
to the sides of the canal, or to the sides of the canal as extended if necessary. If the side of a canal 539 
curves near its end point, such canal side shall be extended from the point immediately preceding where 540 
it begins to curve. See Diagram 5.5.4.A. 541 
 542 
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Canal Width, is the width of the canal measured from seawall to seawall using the City’s Geographic 543 
Information Systems (GIS).  544 

 545 
CANOPY. An awning-like protection from a wall that is made of rigid materials and is 546 

permanently attached to a building's facade. 547 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 548 
 549 
Canopy, is a roof-like structure serving the purpose of protecting pedestrians from rain and sun, which 550 
may project from a building or be free standing.   551 

 552 

 553 
Captain’s Walk, is a walkway that is parallel to the seawall with a maximum width of six feet.  554 
 555 

CARETAKER/WATCHPERSON RESIDENCE. A residence, generally located on a commercial 556 
site, used by the watchperson or caretaker of the establishment. Such a structure, if temporary, 557 
may be a mobile home. If permanent, the structure may be no less than 650 square feet and it 558 
must contain a kitchen, bathroom and living area. 559 
 560 
CARPORT. A freestanding or attached structure, consisting of a roof and supporting members 561 
such as columns or beams, unenclosed from the ground to the roof on at least two sides, and 562 
designed or used for the storage of motor-driven vehicles owned and used by the occupants of 563 
the building to which it is accessory. 564 

 565 
CARRY-OUT/DELIVERY FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. An establishment engaged in 566 

the sale of food and beverages in a ready-to-consume state for consumption off the premises as 567 
carry-out or delivery orders only. Such establishments shall contain no seating areas for on-site 568 
consumption, but they may have drive-thru facilities. 569 

 570 
CAR WASH. Establishments primarily engaged in washing cars or in furnishing facilities for 571 

the self-service washing of cars. 572 
 573 
CEMETERIES. An area of land set apart for the sole purpose of the burial of bodies of dead 574 

persons and for the erection of customary markers, monuments, and mausoleums. 575 
 576 
Cemetery, is land used or dedicated to the burial of deceased people or animals. Cemeteries may also 577 
include mausoleums and mortuaries when operated within the boundary of such cemetery. 578 
 579 

CEMETERY, PET. See PET CEMETERIES. CERTIFICATE OF USE. A certificate, required by 580 
appropriate authority under the provisions of this ordinance, which authorizes the occupancy of a 581 
structure or premises and, is required prior to occupancy, change or use and under other specific 582 
conditions. 583 
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 584 
Centerline of the Marine Improvement Area, means a line extended from the center of the parcel's 585 
water frontage line to the center of the offset line of the parcel's marine improvement area. See 586 
Diagram 5.5.4.F. 587 
 588 
Certificate of Completion, is documentation that a structure, system(what kind of system?), site 589 
development or subdivision infrastructure is complete and for certain types of permits is released for 590 
use and may be connected to a utility system.  591 
 592 
Certificate of Occupancy, is the official certification that a premises may be used or occupied pursuant 593 
to the State Building Codes. 594 
 595 
Channel or Canal, is an open conduit, either naturally or artificially created, which periodically or 596 
continuously contains moving water, or which forms a connecting link between two bodies of water.  597 

 598 
CHILD CARE FACILITY. Any child care center or child care arrangement which provides child 599 

care as defined by F.S. § 402.302(2), as same may hereafter be amended. 600 
(Ord. 3-97, 2-14-1997; Ord. 98-03, 10-14-2003)  601 
 602 
Childcare Facility, includes any child care center or child care arrangement which provides child care 603 
for more than five children unrelated to the operator and which receives a payment, fee, or grant for 604 
any of the children receiving care, wherever operated, and whether operated for profit.  605 
 606 
Civic Building, is a building specifically designed for a civic function. Buildings and structures for public 607 
or private assembly, including places of worship and schools, shall be considered civic buildings. 608 
 609 

CITY MANAGER. The City Manager for Cape Coral, Florida, or his or her duly authorized 610 
representative. 611 

 612 
CIVIC BUILDING. A building that is allowed greater design flexibility due the prominence of 613 

its public functions and often its location. CIVIC BUILDINGS include government buildings, 614 
churches, synagogues, libraries, schools, auditoriums and public recreation facilities. CIVIC  615 

 616 
BUILDINGS do not include retail buildings, residential buildings, or privately owned office 617 

buildings, regardless of use. 618 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 619 
 620 
Clearing of Vegetation, means removal of plants and or topsoil and vegetative materials in 621 
preparation for development, but not including mowing and cutting of brush for maintenance, the 622 
removal of dead or diseased plants or the removal of a single tree on a developed parcel. 623 
 624 
Clear Trunk – Palm, is a measurement from the soil line to a point on the trunk where the trunk 625 
caliper begins to taper abruptly, as per "Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants" published by the 626 
State Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Part 2. 627 
 628 

CLUBHOUSE, PRIVATE. A central facility that serves as an integral part of a residential 629 
development, providing a meeting place and/or indoor recreation opportunities for residents of a 630 
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residential subdivision or other residential or mixed-use development, within which the facility is 631 
located. 632 

 633 
CLUBS and FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS. CLUBS, COMMERCIAL. Clubs which are owned 634 

by individuals and operated for a profit such as tennis and racquetball clubs, golf clubs, etc. 635 
 636 
CLUB, COUNTRY. A large area and buildings containing recreational facilities, clubhouse and 637 

usual accessory uses, open only to members and their guests for a membership fee. Occasionally 638 
such facilities may be leased to outsiders for banquets, weddings, or other social engagements. 639 

 640 
CLUB, FRATERNAL. Group of people associated or formally organized for a common 641 

purpose, interest, or pleasure. Such organizations are generally fraternal in nature and include 642 
fraternities, sororities, or lodges. 643 

 644 
CLUBS, MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION. An organization operating on a membership basis 645 

with preestablished formal membership requirements and with the intent to promote the interests 646 
of its members. Membership organizations include trade associations, professional organizations, 647 
unions, and similar political and religious organizations. 648 
 649 
Coastal Construction Control Line, is the line established by the State of Florida pursuant to F.S. § 650 
161.053, and recorded in the official records of the city, which defines that portion of the beach-dune 651 
system subject to severe fluctuations based on a 100-year storm surge, storm waves or other 652 
predictable weather conditions. 653 
 654 
Coastal High Hazard Area, is a special flood hazard area extending from offshore to the inland limit of 655 
a primary frontal dune along an open coast and any other area subject to high velocity wave action from 656 
storms or seismic sources. Coastal High Hazard Areas are also referred to as "high hazard areas subject 657 
to high velocity wave action" or "V Zones" and are designated on Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) as 658 
Zone V1 V30, VE, or V. 659 
 660 
Co-location, is the act of erecting antenna(s) of a wireless service provider on a tower or an existing 661 
antenna support structure already supporting an antenna. 662 

 663 
COLONNADE. A series of columns that are set at regular intervals and that support the base 664 

of an overhead structure. 665 
(Ord. 91-05,11-14-2005) 666 
 667 
Commercial and Professional, shall include property zoned C, CC, INST, P-1, NC, MX, MXB, MX SI, and 668 
SC. 669 
 670 

COMMERCIAL FISHERY. Land or structures, used as a commercial establishment for the 671 
receiving, processing, packaging, storage and wholesale or retail distribution and sale of food 672 
products of the sea. Such land or structures, may include facilities for the docking, loading, 673 
unloading, fueling, icing and provisioning of vessels and for the drying and maintenance and 674 
storage of nets, traps and buoys. 675 
 676 
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Commercial Lettering, is letters, numbers, symbols, or combinations thereof which advertise a trade, 677 
business, industry, or other activity for profit or a product, commodity, or service. The term shall not 678 
include bumper stickers affixed to bumpers only or the decal or plate commonly applied to a motor 679 
vehicle by a motor vehicle dealer. 680 
 681 
Commercial Rack, is any frame, device, or other apparatus that is designed and constructed for the 682 
primary purpose of carrying tools, building materials, or merchandise. Racks designed and constructed 683 
for carrying luggage or sporting equipment, such as kayaks, canoes, or bicycles, shall not be considered 684 
to be Commercial Racks so long as they are used for the purpose of carrying the aforesaid items. 685 
Furthermore, a rack designed and constructed for carrying a ladder (a "ladder rack") that is attached to 686 
a motor vehicle shall not be considered to be a Commercial Rack, provided the ladder rack is not wider 687 
than the vehicle to which it is attached and no part of such ladder rack extends more than 16 inches 688 
above the cab of the vehicle or extends beyond the tailgate of the vehicle. 689 
 690 
Commercial Recreation, Indoor, is an indoor facility, with or without seating for spectators, and 691 
providing accommodations for a variety of individual, organized, or franchised sports, including 692 
basketball, ice hockey, wrestling, soccer, tennis, volleyball, racquetball, or handball. Such facility may 693 
also provide other regular organized or franchised events, health and fitness club facilities, swimming 694 
pool, snack bar, restaurant, retail sales of related sports, health or fitness items, and other support 695 
facilities.   696 
 697 
Commercial Recreation, Outdoor, means a recreational land use conducted outside of a building, 698 
including athletic fields; skateboard park; swimming, tennis, handball, basketball courts; batting cages.   699 
 700 
Commercial Vehicle, is an agricultural, construction, or industrial motor vehicle or any bus, step van, 701 
truck, or truck tractor. The term shall include any motor vehicle (including automobiles) upon which 702 
commercial lettering, as defined herein, has been affixed. The term shall also include a pickup truck 703 
from which the cargo box has been removed. Any motor vehicle with one or more tools (including a 704 
ladder), building materials, or merchandise visible from the street or abutting residential property, or a 705 
"commercial rack" that is visible from the street or abutting residential property shall be deemed a 706 
commercial vehicle. A passenger automobile or sports utility vehicle (SUV) containing commercial 707 
lettering shall not be considered a commercial vehicle for purposes of this section so long as the 708 
commercial lettering on the vehicle does not contain any reference to the residential address at which 709 
the automobile is parked. 710 
 711 
Commissary, is a public food service establishment or any other commercial establishment  712 
permitted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, which is utilized by a mobile 713 
food unit for the purpose of providing all required support services, including potable water and  714 
wastewater disposal, where food, containers or supplies are stored, prepared, or packaged, or where  715 
utensils are sanitized for transit to and sale or service at other locations that are not available on  716 
the mobile food unit. 717 

 718 
COMMISSION. The City of Cape Coral Planning and Zoning Commission/Local Planning 719 

Agency. 720 
Community Center, is a building to be used as a place of meeting or social recreation that is open 721 
to the public. Community centers may also include areas of outdoor recreation such as playgrounds 722 
or athletic courts.  723 
 724 
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Community Garden, is a private or public facility for cultivation of fruits, flowers, vegetables, or 725 
ornamental plants by more than one person or family. 726 

 727 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA (CRA). An area, as defined by F.S. § 163.340, as same 728 

may hereafter be amended. 729 
(Ord. 60-04, 6-14-2004) 730 

 731 
COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL HOME. A dwelling unit licensed to serve clients of the 732 

Department of Health and Rehabilitation Services, which provides a living environment for seven 733 
to 14 unrelated residents including such supervision and care by support staff as maybe necessary 734 
to meet the physical, emotional and social needs of the residents. Homes of six or fewer residents 735 
which otherwise meet the definition of a community residential home shall be deemed a single-736 
family unit and a non-commercial, residential use for the purpose of local laws and ordinances. 737 
Homes of six or fewer residents which otherwise meet the definition of a COMMUNITY 738 
RESIDENTIAL HOME shall be allowed in single-family or multi-family zoning without approval by 739 
the local government, provided that such homes shall not be located within a radius of 1,000 feet 740 
of another existing such home. 741 
 742 
Community Residential Home, means a dwelling unit licensed to serve residents who are clients of 743 
the Department of Elderly Affairs, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the Department of 744 
Juvenile Justice, or the Department of Children and Families or licensed by the Agency for Health 745 
Care Administration which provides a living environment for 7 to 14 unrelated residents who 746 
operate as the functional equivalent of a family, including such supervision and care by supportive 747 
staff as may be necessary to meet the physical, emotional, and social needs of the residents.  748 

 749 
COMPANY VEHICLE. Any vehicle owned or leased by the business, or any vehicle used in the 750 

daily operation of the business either on a temporary or permanent basis. 751 
 752 
COMPATIBLE. In describing the relation between two land uses, buildings, structures, or 753 

zoning districts, the state wherein those two things exhibit either a positive relationship based on 754 
fit, similarity, or reciprocity of characteristics, or a neutral relationship based on a relative lack of 755 
conflict (actual or potential) or on a failure to communicate negative or harmful influences one to 756 
the other. 757 
(Ord. 2-01, 2-5-2001) 758 

 759 
COMPOUND USE. Differing uses within one building or structure, consisting of both 760 

residential uses and non-residential uses. 761 
(Ord. 60-04, 6-14-2004) 762 

 763 
COMPOUND USE BUILDING. A building that contains one or more residential use(s) as well 764 

as one or more non-residential use(s). 765 
(Ord. 60-04, 6-14-2004) 766 

 767 
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN, CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA. Also known as the 768 

"Plan" or "Comprehensive Land Use Plan", as adopted by the City Council on February 13, 1989, 769 
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and all subsequent revisions thereto. The Comprehensive Land Use Plan elements and Future Land 770 
Use Map are complementary and equivalent components of the Comprehensive Plan. 771 
 772 
Concurrency, is necessary public facilities and services to main the adopted level of service 773 
standards are available when the impacts of a development occur. 774 
 775 
Conditional Use, are uses which are generally appropriate in a zoning district but have certain additional 776 
requirements to ensure the use is compatible.  Conditional uses may be approved administratively as long 777 
as the required conditions are met and maintained. 778 

 779 
CONJOINED RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE. A structure containing two or more dwelling units, 780 

each having a living area located on the ground floor or first finished floor, with common structural 781 
elements such as the roof, exterior walls, and foundation, where the owner of each unit owns the 782 
underlying land. A common wall must be a minimum two-hour fire wall, if required by the building 783 
code, and must be located on a lot line; and reciprocal easements, at least four feet in width, for 784 
the benefit of the unit owners for maintenance purposes, must be executed and recorded in the 785 
public records of Lee County, along with properly executed covenants approved by the City 786 
Attorney providing a mechanism for enforceable contributions by each owner toward all required 787 
and necessary maintenance, repair, and removal costs for any common wall, common well or 788 
septic system, or other shared facilities or appurtenances. Unless specifically provided otherwise in 789 
this code, all provisions hereof that apply to duplex dwellings shall apply in the same manner to 790 
conjoined residential structures having only two dwelling units, and all provisions hereof that apply 791 
to multi-family dwellings shall apply in the same manner to conjoined residential structures having 792 
more than two dwelling units. 793 
(Ord. 62-99, 1-31-2000) 794 

 795 
CONTIGUOUS. Directly to the rear, or across any service alley, and within the extended side 796 

yard lot lines of a property. 797 
(Ord. 71-91, 9-23-1991) 798 
 799 
Continuing Care Facility, is a center which provides independent household units as well as assisted 800 
living units to allow a resident to age within one facility or community. 801 
 802 
Construction Staging Area, is an area used on a temporary basis for the storage of materials and 803 
supplies used in the construction of a project for a limited period of time.  804 
 805 

CONVENIENCE FOOD AND BEVERAGE STORE. A store which specializes in convenience 806 
products and other commodities and which normally is open to the public beyond the customary 807 
sales hours of other retail stores. 808 
 809 
Convenience Store, is any retail establishment offering for sale a limited line of groceries and household 810 
items intended for the convenience of the neighborhood, with or without sale of fuel. 811 
 812 
Corner Parcel, is a parcel that either touches or is on both sides of an interior corner of a lake, basin, or 813 
canal. 814 
 815 
Corner, Waterway, is the meeting of two sides which creates an angle less than 180 degrees. 816 
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 817 

 818 
CORNICE. A decorative horizontal feature that projects outward near the top of an exterior 819 

wall. 820 
 821 
Cornice, means a horizontal, ornamental molding that crowns a building or element of a building such as  822 
a window or doorway. 823 

 824 
 825 

 826 
COUNTY CLERK. The clerk of the local court of record or other appropriate and duly 827 

designated public recording officer for Lee County. 828 
 829 
COURTYARD. A roofed or unroofed space surrounded by building walls on at least two sides 830 

and providing a building entrance accessible to the general public. 831 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005; Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 832 
 833 
Craft Brewery, Distillery, or Winery, is a use that brews beer, distills spirituous beverages, or 834 
produces wine and similar beverages on a small scale and whose annual production of beer is capped 835 
by the City of Cape Coral in contrast to a full-fledged brewery that may produce an unlimited volume 836 
of beer. These establishments may include a tasting room and retail space to sell beer produced on 837 
the premises, as well as beer, spirits and wine produced elsewhere, along with related retail items and 838 
food.  839 
 840 

Crematories. An establishment engaged in the incineration of the dead. 841 
 842 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED), is a multi-disciplinary approach to 843 
deterring criminal behavior through the design of the built environment. Specifically, altering the 844 
physical design of the communities in which humans reside and congregate in order to deter criminal 845 
activity is the main goal of CPTED.  846 

 847 
Cul-de-sac, is a dead-end street terminated at the closed end by a circular vehicular turn-around. 848 
 849 
Cultural and Civic Faculties, are facilities of historic educational or cultural interest such as botanical 850 
gardens, aquariums, libraries, art galleries, or museums.  851 

 852 
CUPOLACupola. An ornamental structure placed above a larger roof. 853 
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 854 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 855 
 856 
Cut-In Boat Slip, is a place for a boat to moor, created within a parcel through excavation or removal of 857 
soil and rock material and construction of a seawall around that area. 858 

 859 
DAY CARE CENTER, ADULT. A facility or establishment whether operated for profit or not, 860 

which undertakes through its ownership or management to provide basic services such as, but not 861 
limited to, a protective setting, social or leisure time activities, self-care training or nutritional 862 
services to three or more adults not related by blood or marriage to the owner or operator, who 863 
require such services. This definition shall not be interpreted to include overnight care. 864 
 865 
Deck, is an open and roofless platform that adjoins a house and is supported by a means other than the 866 
principal structure. 867 
 868 
Density, is the number of dwelling units permitted per acre of land. 869 

 870 
DENTIST AND OPTOMETRIST OFFICES OR CLINICS. A premises where patients are not 871 

lodged overnight except for observation or emergency treatment, and where patients are treated 872 
by dentists or optometrists licensed by the State of Florida. 873 

 874 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. The department within the city 875 

government of Cape Coral, Florida, responsible for the maintenance and enforcement of these 876 
ordinances, unless otherwise specified in the text. 877 

 878 
DEPARTMENT STORE. A departmentalized retail store, generally offering in one 879 

establishment, within each department, several lines and price/quality ranges of goods and 880 
services. Such an establishment may occupy a freestanding structure or occupy a space in a 881 
shopping center within which it usually functions as an attractor or anchor store. 882 
 883 
Design Flood, is the flood associated with the greater of the following two areas; an area with a 884 
floodplain subject to a 1% or greater chance of flooding in any year, or an area designated as a flood 885 
hazard area on the City flood hazard map or otherwise legally designated. 886 
 887 
Design Flood Elevation, is the elevation of the "design flood," including wave height, relative to the 888 
datum specified on the city's legally designated flood hazard map. In areas designated as Zone AO, the 889 
design flood elevation shall be the elevation of the highest existing grade of the building's perimeter 890 
plus the depth number (in feet) specified on the flood hazard map. In areas designated as Zone AO 891 
where the depth number is not specified on the map, the depth number shall be taken as being equal 892 
to two feet. 893 
 894 
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Designed Service Study, is a study of the configuration and manner of deployment of wireless services 895 
the wireless provider has designed for an area as part of its network that demonstrates whether or not 896 
existing towers or tall structures in the search can be utilized for co-location. 897 

 898 
DETAILING. The decoration of a motor vehicle, usually in conjunction with car washing, 899 

waxing and polishing, whereby minor dents and holes may be straightened and filled and minor 900 
striping and designs may be painted upon the automobile's surface. Such work shall not be 901 
construed as auto body repair or painting. 902 
 903 
Developer, is the person who is improving a parcel of land and who may or may not be the owner of 904 
that property. 905 

 906 
DEVELOPMENT. Building or structure(s) and use(s) that are part of an integral application for 907 

development. 908 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 909 
 910 
Development, is any human-caused change to improved or unimproved real estate that requires a 911 
permit or approval from any agency of the city or county, including but not limited to, buildings or other 912 
structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations, and storage of 913 
materials. 914 
 915 
Development Approval, is any written authorization from the city which authorizes the commencement 916 
of a development. 917 

 918 
DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL IMPACT (DRI). Any development which, because of its 919 

character, magnitude, or location, would have a substantial effect upon the health, safety, or 920 
welfare of citizens of more than one county, as defined by F.S. § 380.06. 921 

 922 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT. Any building permit, zoning permit, subdivision approval, rezoning, 923 

certification, special exception, variance, or any other official action of local government having the 924 
effect of permitting the development of land. 925 
 926 
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH), is the diameter of the tree when measured four and one-half feet 927 
above the ground. 928 

 929 
DIRECTLY AFFECTED PROPERTY. Property within 500 feet in any direction from the property 930 

line of land owned or controlled by petitioner is property directly affected by action of the City 931 
Council or the Planning and Zoning Commission/Local Planning Agency. 932 
(Ord. 1-08, § 7, 3-10-2008) 933 

 934 
DIRECTOR. The Director of the Department of Community Development of Cape Coral, 935 

Florida, or its successor agency. 936 
 937 
DISCHARGE. Includes, but is not limited to, spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, 938 

emptying, depositing or dumping. 939 
 940 
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Distribution Line, are the electric lines that deliver medium voltage electricity from the substation to 941 
an overhead or underground transformer that ultimately serves the consumer. 942 
 943 
Divider Median, is a landscaped strip between abutting rows of parking spaces.  944 
 945 
Dock, is any structure, otherwise known as a pier, wharf, or loading platform, extending into the water 946 
from a seawall or bank and which may provide berthing for marine vessels. 947 
 948 

DORMITORY, FRATERNITY HOUSE or SORORITY HOUSE. A building in which sleeping 949 
rooms are provided for occupancy by, and maintained as a place of residence exclusively for, 950 
students affiliated with an academic or professional college or university, with or without meals, 951 
and when approved and regulated by such institution. A DORMITORY , FRATERNITY 952 
HOUSE or SORORITY HOUSE shall include living quarters and may contain independent cooking 953 
facilities designed for the resident manager only. (See also § 3.3.5.) 954 

 955 
Dormitory, is a building intended or used principally for sleeping accommodations where such building 956 
is related to an educational or public institution, including religious institutions. 957 

 958 
DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA. The area in the City of Cape Coral 959 

established by the Cape Coral City Council as a community redevelopment area in Ordinance 49-960 
87, as expanded by Ordinance 11-03 and Resolutions 06-03, 60-03, and 22-09. 961 
(Ord. 60-04, 6-14-2004; Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 962 

 963 
DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT PLAN. The Community Redevelopment Plan 964 

adopted by City of Cape Coral Ordinance 11-03, including any future amendments or 965 
modifications adopted by City Council. 966 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 967 

 968 
DRIVE-THRU FACILITY. An establishment where a patron is provided products or services 969 

without departing from his or her automotive vehicle. DRIVE-THRU , DRIVE-IN , and DRIVE-970 
UP are synonymous. 971 

 972 
Drive-thru Facility, an accessory building or a building design feature that allows customer to receive 973 
goods or services from a business or establishment without leaving their vehicle.  974 
 975 

DRIVE-IN THEATER. A place of outdoor assembly used for the showing of plays, operas, 976 
motion pictures, and similar forms of entertainment which is designed to permit the audiences to 977 
view the performance from vehicles parked on the theater property. 978 

 979 
DRUGSTORE. An establishment wherein the principal use is the dispensing of prescription 980 

and patent medicines and drugs and related products, but where nonmedical products such as 981 
greeting cards, magazines, cosmetics, photographic supplies, may also be sold. The 982 
term DRUGSTORE includesPHARMACY . 983 
 984 
Dumpster, are the covered containers that are designed and intended to be mechanically dumped into a 985 
packer-type sanitation vehicle, regardless of whether such containers are used for the collection or 986 
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disposal of solid waste or other refuse or for the collection or disposal of recycling materials, as well as 987 
covered containers that are designed and intended to be used for compaction of materials such as 988 
cardboard boxes. 989 
 990 
Dumpster Enclosure, is the fence or wall that encloses and screens a dumpster.  991 

 992 
DUPLEX. See DWELLING UNIT, TYPES . 993 

(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 994 
 995 

DWELLING UNIT. A room or rooms connected together, which could constitute a separate, 996 
independent housekeeping establishment for a family, for owner occupancy, or for rental or lease 997 
on a weekly, monthly, or longer basis, and physically separated from any other rooms or dwelling 998 
units which may be in the same structure. DWELLING UNITS must contain at a minimum one 999 
sleeping room, one bathroom, and one kitchen, but shall not contain more than one kitchen, or 1000 
other indoor portion of the structure with a functioning range or oven. The term DWELLING 1001 
UNIT shall not include rooms in hotels, motels or institutional facilities. 1002 
(Ord. 61-13, 12-9-2013) 1003 
 1004 

DWELLING UNIT, TYPES. 1005 
1. 1006 

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE. A single, freestanding, conventional building designed for 1007 
one dwelling unit and which could be used for occupancy by one family only. 1008 

2. 1009 
DUPLEX. A single, freestanding, conventional building on a single lot designed for two 1010 

dwelling units under single ownership, or wherein each dwelling unit is separately owned or leased 1011 
but the site is held under common ownership. 1012 

3. 1013 
MULTIPLE FAMILY (MULTI-FAMILY). A group of three or more dwelling units within a 1014 

single conventional building, attached side by side, or one above another, or both, and wherein 1015 
each dwelling unit may be individually owned or leased but the land on which the building is 1016 
located is under common or single ownership. In addition, any dwelling unit or dwelling units, 1017 
regardless of number, located in a lawfully existing compound use building shall be deemed to be 1018 
multiple-family dwelling unit(s). 1019 
(Ord. 60-04, 6-14-2004) 1020 

4. 1021 
MOBILE HOME. A building designed as a single-family dwelling unit, manufactured off-site 1022 

in conformance with the Federal Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards (24 C.F.R. §§ 1023 
3280 et seq .), subsequently transported to a site complete or in sections where it is emplaced and 1024 
tied down in accordance with F.A.C. Chapter 15C-1, with the distinct possibility of being relocated 1025 
at a later date. 1026 

5. 1027 
CONJOINED RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE. See CONJOINED RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE . 1028 

(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 1029 
 1030 
Dwelling, Duplex, is a structure designed to accommodate two dwelling units, each of which has direct 1031 
access to the outside. 1032 
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 1033 
Dwelling, Multifamily, is a building containing three or more individual dwellings with separate cooking 1034 
and toilet facilities for each dwelling. 1035 
 1036 
Dwelling, Single-Family Attached, means a single structure consisting of three or more dwelling units 1037 
having one or more walls abutting with another dwelling and designed to have all exits open directly to 1038 
the outside. Each dwelling unit is on a lot with individual ownership.  1039 
 1040 
Dwelling, Single-Family Detached, is a dwelling unit owned in fee simple and on an individual lot which 1041 
is not attached to any other dwelling unit by any means. 1042 
 1043 
Dwelling, Single-Family Semi-Detached, shall mean a single-family dwelling which is joined to no 1044 
more than one other single-family dwelling unit by a common wall, where such two dwelling units are 1045 
also constructed on adjoining individual lots, such as duplex dwellings which have been subdivided 1046 
into two single-family semi-detached dwelling units, with each such unit on a separate lot. 1047 
Easement, is a grant by a property owner to the use of land by the public, a corporation, or persons for 1048 
specific purposes as the construction of utilities, drainage ways, and roadways.  1049 

 1050 
EAVE(S). The overhanging lower edge of a roof. 1051 

(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 1052 
 1053 
Eave, is the projecting lower edges of a roof overhanging the wall of a building. 1054 

 1055 
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION CORRIDOR. An area where electric transmission lines are or may 1056 

be installed for the transmission of electrical power. 1057 
 1058 

Encroachment, is where a structure exists within a required setback, or an area that is designated to 1059 
have no structures.  1060 
 1061 
End Parcel, is a waterfront parcel where any part of the parcel abuts or includes within its boundaries 1062 
any part of the canal end line or any part of an extension of a side line between the side line and the 1063 
canal end line. 1064 
 1065 
Entertainment, Indoor, means active or passive uses conducted within an enclosed building, these 1066 
include but are not limited to: motion picture theaters, concert or music halls, billiards, arcades, and 1067 
bowling.  1068 
 1069 
Entertainment, Outdoor, means active or passive uses conducted in open or partially enclosed or 1070 
screened entertainment complex.  Typical uses include but are not limited to: sports arenas, motor 1071 
vehicle or animal racing facilities, and outdoor amusement parks. 1072 

 1073 
ENTRANCE. A means of ingress to and egress from a building. 1074 

(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 1075 
 1076 

ENTRANCE GATE. A mechanized control device which is located near the point of access to a 1077 
development which serves to regulate the ingress of vehicles and pedestrians for the purpose of 1078 
security and privacy. 1079 
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 1080 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES. The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance (by a public or 1081 

private utility company for the purpose of furnishing adequate service by said company for the 1082 
public health, safety or general welfare) of electrical and communication cables, poles and wires, 1083 
and water and sewer collection, transmission or distribution mains, drains and pipes, including fire 1084 
hydrants. This definition shall not be interpreted to include buildings, structures or uses listed as 1085 
essential service facilities. 1086 

 1087 
Erosion, is the removal of soil through water or wind action. 1088 
 1089 
Essential Services, is the erection, construction, alteration or maintenance (by a public or private 1090 
utility company for the purpose of furnishing adequate services for the public health, safety, or 1091 
general welfare) of electrical and communication cables, poles and wires, water and sewer collection, 1092 
transmission, or distribution mains, drains and pipes, including fire hydrants. This definition shall not 1093 
be interpreted to include buildings, structures, or uses listed as essential service facilities. 1094 
 1095 
Essential Service Facilities, are buildings or above ground structures (exceeding 27 cubic feet in 1096 
volume) required to provide essential services including electricity; telephone, cable TV, gas, water, 1097 
sewage, solid waste, and resource recovery. 1098 
 1099 
Excavating or Filling, is the removal or placement of more than 100 cubic yards of earth or the 1100 
alteration of the elevation of more than 1,250 square feet of land area more than two feet. 1101 
 1102 
Excavation, is an operation utilizing any tools, equipment or explosives for the purpose of moving, 1103 
removing or otherwise displacing or distributing earth, rock or other materials in or on the ground or 1104 
wrecking, razing, rending, moving or removing any structure or mass of material.  1105 
 1106 
Existing Building and Existing Structure, are any buildings and structures for which the "start of 1107 
construction" commenced before August 17, 1981. 1108 
 1109 
Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision, is a manufactured home park or subdivision for 1110 
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be 1111 
affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final 1112 
site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before August 17, 1981. 1113 
 1114 
Expansion to an Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision, is the preparation of additional sites 1115 
by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed 1116 
(including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the 1117 
pouring of concrete pads). 1118 
 1119 
Exotic, means a species introduced to Florida, purposefully or accidentally, from a natural range 1120 
outside of Florida. 1121 
 1122 
Extraction, is the removal of physical matter in a solid, liquid, or gaseous state from its naturally 1123 
location such as dirt, soil, sand, rock, oil, gas, and marl. Extraction shall not include typical digging, 1124 
clearing, and filling operations associated with an approved Site Development Plan for residential and 1125 
non-residential development.  1126 
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 1127 
EXPRESSION LINE. A decorative horizontal projection or recess on an exterior wall to 1128 

delineate the top of the first story of a multi-story building. 1129 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005; Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 1130 
 1131 
FAA, means the Federal Aviation Administration. 1132 

 1133 
FACADE. The exterior walls of a building that face a right-of-way, (other than an alley) or 1134 

which face a plaza, a public park, or a courtyard, which is open to a public sidewalk For purposes of 1135 
this definition, a plaza, public park, or courtyard that is separated from a public sidewalk by only a 1136 
fence wall or landscaping less than six feet in height shall be deemed to abut a public sidewalk 1137 
regardless of whether such plaza, public park, or courtyard is accessible from such sidewalk. 1138 
(Ord. 91-05,11-14-2005) 1139 
 1140 
Façade, is the exterior elevation of a structure or building as viewed from a single vantage point. 1141 

 1142 
FAMILY. One or more persons occupying a dwelling unit and living as a single nonprofit 1143 

housekeeping unit provided that a group of five or more adults who are not related by blood, 1144 
marriage, or adoption shall not be deemed to constitute a family. The term FAMILY shall not be 1145 
construed to mean a club, convent, fraternity, institutional group, or sorority. 1146 
 1147 
Family, is any number of persons living together as a single housekeeping unit.  1148 

 1149 
FAMILY DAY CARE HOME. An occupied residence in which child care is regularly provided as 1150 

defined by F.S. § 402.302(7), as same may hereafter be amended. 1151 
(Ord. 98-03, 10-14-2003)  1152 
 1153 
Family Day Care Home, is an occupied residence in which child care is regularly provided for children 1154 
from at least two unrelated families and which receives a payment, fee, or grant for any of the children 1155 
receiving care, whether or not operated for profit. Household children under 13 years of age, when on 1156 
the premises of the family day care home or on a field trip with children enrolled in child care, shall be 1157 
included in the overall capacity of the licensed home. 1158 

 1159 

Farmer’s Market, is an occasional or periodic outdoor market where groups of individual sellers offer 1160 
for sale to the public such items as fresh produce, seasonal fruits, fresh flowers, arts and crafts items, 1161 
and food and beverages.  1162 
 1163 
FCC, means the Federal Communications Commission 1164 
 1165 
Feather Flag, is a vertical flag used for identifying a secondary model home contiguous to the primary 1166 
model home site.  1167 
 1168 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), is the federal agency that, in addition to carrying out 1169 
other functions, administers the National Flood Insurance Program. 1170 
 1171 
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FENCE. A structure used for enclosing land areas constructed of pickets, boards, rails, chain link, or 1172 
concrete products which are generally supported by posts and provide privacy, land separation, 1173 
containment of domestic animals, and restriction of passage. (See also § 3.9.) 1174 
 1175 
Fence, Decorative, means an open mesh fence no higher than two feet, other than chain link or barbed 1176 
wire, intended to decorate, accent, or frame a feature of the landscape. Ornamental fences are often 1177 
used to identify a lot corner or lot line, or frame a driveway, walkway, or planting bed. 1178 
 1179 
Fender Post, is a post inserted into the canal bottom and fastened to the dock or seawall to prevent 1180 
damage to the vessel when tied alongside the dock or seawall. 1181 

 1182 
FISHERIES. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied by an establishment primarily 1183 

engaged in commercial fishing; the operation of oyster farms and the tonging and dredging of 1184 
oysters; the gathering of sponges, seaweed, etc., and the operation of fish hatcheries or fishing 1185 
preserves. 1186 

 1187 
Flea Market, is the sale of used merchandise customarily involving tables or space lease or rented to 1188 
vendors.  1189 

 1190 
FLEA MARKET, OPEN. A market held in an open or sheltered area (not within a building) 1191 

where a group of individual sellers offer food and goods for sale to the public. 1192 
 1193 
FLEA MARKET, INDOOR. A market held within a building where a group of individual sellers 1194 

offer food and goods for sale to the public. A major distinction between an INDOOR FLEA 1195 
MARKET and a multiple occupancy complex is that most leases between the sellers and the 1196 
operators of the flea market are short term. 1197 
 1198 
Flex Space, is commercial space, typically office, workshop, and loading bay area that allows 1199 
businesses to utilize the space in the manner necessary for their work, most typically light industrial 1200 
uses.   1201 
 1202 
Flood or Flooding, is a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally 1203 
dry land from the overflow of inland or tidal waters or the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of 1204 
surface waters from any source. 1205 
 1206 
Flood Damage Resistant Materials, is any construction material capable of withstanding direct and 1207 
prolonged contact with floodwaters without sustaining any damage that requires more than cosmetic 1208 
repair. 1209 
 1210 
Floodplain, is the land area susceptible to inundation by water as a result of a flood. 1211 
 1212 
Floodway Encroachment, is any fill, structure, building, accessory use, use, or development in the 1213 
floodway.  1214 
 1215 
Flood Hazard Area, is the greater of the following two areas; the area within a floodplain subject to a 1216 
1% or greater chance of flooding in any year, or the area designated as a flood hazard area on the city's 1217 
flood hazard map, or otherwise legally designated. 1218 
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 1219 
Floodplain Administrator, is the office or position designated and charged with the administration and 1220 
enforcement of this Article (may be referred to as the Floodplain Manager). 1221 
 1222 
Floodplain Development or Approval, is an official document or certificate issued by the city or other 1223 
evidence of approval or concurrence, which authorizes performance of specific development activities 1224 
that are located in flood hazard areas and that are determined to be compliant with this Article. 1225 
 1226 
Floodway, is the channel of a river or other riverine watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must 1227 
be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface 1228 
elevation more than one foot. 1229 
 1230 
Floodway Encroachment Analysis, is an engineering analysis of the impact that a proposed 1231 
encroachment into a floodway is expected to have on the floodway boundaries and base flood 1232 
elevations; the evaluation shall be prepared by a qualified Florida licensed engineer using standard 1233 
engineering methods and models. 1234 
 1235 
Floor, is the top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement), i.e., top of slab in 1236 
concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction. The term does not 1237 
include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles. 1238 

 1239 
FLOOR AREA. The gross area of each story of a building, or portion thereof, within the 1240 

surrounding exterior walls. 1241 
 1242 
FLOOR AREA RATIO. The total floor area, including all stories, of a building(s) housing 1243 

commercial uses, divided by the total area of the lot that the building(s) is located on. For the 1244 
purpose of calculating floor area ratio, residential use floor areas and areas associated with parking 1245 
or vehicular circulation shall not be included. 1246 
(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 1247 
 1248 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR), is the ratio of the proposed amount of commercial or industrial floor area to 1249 
the total land area shown for non-residential uses on the site. 1250 

 1251 
FLORIST SHOP. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of cut flowers and 1252 

growing plants. Stores primarily engaged in selling seeds, bulbs, and nursery stock are classified as 1253 
garden and lawn supply stores. 1254 
 1255 
Floor Area, Gross, is the total area of a building measured by taking the outside dimensions of the 1256 
building each floor level intended for occupancy and storage. 1257 
 1258 
Florida Building Code, is the family of codes adopted by the Florida Building Commission. 1259 
 1260 
Florida Friendly Landscaping, is a program developed through the University of Florida which 1261 
encourages the use of low-maintenance plants and environmentally sustainable practices. A list of 1262 
Florida Friendly plants can be found in Appendix 5.6.1.B. 1263 
 1264 
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Florida Native, is any plant recognized as occurring naturally in the State of Florida prior to the 1500s, 1265 
as identified in Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants by Wunderlin , R.P., and B. F. Hansen. 2008. 1266 
(http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu/). Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, Tampa, 1267 
or other scientific documentation recognized by the city. 1268 

 1269 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE SERVICE, LIMITED. The provision of food and beverages for 1270 

members and guests of a private club or recreational center but not available to the general public. 1271 
 1272 
FOODCART. A food stand operated out of a vehicle or some wheeled structure at a specific, 1273 

permitted location and not to be left overnight. 1274 
 1275 
 1276 
Footcandle, is the unit of measure expressing the quantity of light received on a surface. One 1277 
footcandle is the illuminance produced by a candle on a surface one foot square from a distance of 1278 
one foot.   1279 
 1280 
Frontage, is the face of a building most nearly parallel with the public right-of-way line. 1281 
 1282 
Frontage Line, see “Build-to-Line”. 1283 
 1284 
Frontage Road, is a residential or nonresidential street parallel and adjacent to a major thoroughfare 1285 
and which provides access to abutting properties with protection from through traffic. 1286 
 1287 
Functionally Dependent Use, is a use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is located or 1288 
carried out in close proximity to water, including only docking facilities, port facilities that are necessary 1289 
for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship building and ship repair facilities; the 1290 
term does not include long term storage or related manufacturing facilities. 1291 

 1292 
GARAGE. An enclosed area designed primarily for the parking and storage of motor vehicles. 1293 

A GARAGE is an accessory to the primary residential structure. 1294 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998)  1295 
 1296 
Garage, is an enclosed area that is accessory to the primary residential structure and is designed primarily 1297 
for the parking and storage of motor vehicles.  1298 
 1299 

GARAGE OR YARD SALE. An informal sale of used household or personal articles (such as 1300 
furniture, tools, or clothing) held on the seller's own premises, or conducted by several people on 1301 
one of the seller's own premises. 1302 
Garage Sale, means the noncommercial sale of privately owned items from residential premises. 1303 

 1304 
GARDEN WALL. A non-load bearing wall built to surround a small portion of a yard. 1305 
 1306 
GATEHOUSE. A nonhabitable structure which is located near the point of access to a 1307 

development in which an individual controls access to that development for the purpose of 1308 
security and privacy. 1309 

 1310 
GAZEBO. A freestanding, roofed structure usually open on the sides. 1311 
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 1312 
GIFT, NOVELTY, AND SOUVENIR SHOPS. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale 1313 

of combined lines of gifts and novelty merchandise, souvenirs, and miscellaneous small art goods. 1314 
 1315 
Glare, is lighting entering the eye directly from luminaires or indirectly from reflective surfaces that 1316 
causes visual discomfort or reduced visibility. 1317 

 1318 
GOLF COURSE. Includes links; related structures such as club houses, sun shelters, and 1319 

maintenance buildings; and related uses such as commercial pro shop, restaurant, incidental 1320 
recreational and housing facilities, and maintenance. 1321 

 1322 
GOLF DRIVING RANGE. A public or private establishment providing facilities for practice 1323 

driving of golf balls. Such facilities specifically exclude golf courses or links, but may provide 1324 
ancillary uses such as refreshment stands, putting greens, pro shops, and maintenance sheds. 1325 

 1326 
GOVERNING BODY. The City Council for the City of Cape Coral, Florida. 1327 
 1328 
GOVERNMENT USES. Any land, building, structure, use or activity, regardless of actual 1329 

ownership, operated by the city; county, state or federal government or legally empowered special 1330 
governmental district that is necessary to the conduct of government, the furnishing of public 1331 
services or of an institutional character and over which such governments exercise direct and 1332 
complete control. 1333 
 1334 
Grade, is the average level of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the 1335 
building. 1336 

 1337 
GREEN AREA. A landscaped area that must be provided other than that provided in streets, 1338 

roads, and parking areas, and that further satisfies the requirements of "landscaped" as defined 1339 
in § 5.2, Landscaping. 1340 
 1341 
Greenhouse, is a building or structure constructed chiefly of glass, glasslike or translucent material, 1342 
cloth, or lath, which is devoted to the protection or cultivation of flowers or other plants. 1343 
 1344 
Green Roof, is a building roof that is partially or completely covered with vegetation and a growing 1345 
medium, planted over a waterproofing membrane. It may also include additional layers such as a root 1346 
barrier and drainage and irrigation systems. 1347 

 1348 
GROCERY. A retail market for general food items, often, but not necessarily, self-service, 1349 

smaller than a supermarket and with a far smaller range of non-food items. 1350 
(See SUPERMARKET , CONVENIENCE FOOD AND BEVERAGE STORE .) 1351 

 1352 
GROSS RESIDENTIAL DENSITY. The total number of dwelling units divided by the total 1353 

acreage of a subject site. 1354 
 1355 
Groundcover, is any low growing plant, 24 inches in height or less, that can be used to cover areas 1356 
where sod or turf is not desired or will not grow. 1357 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTVSUDERE_S5.2LA
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 1358 
Group Home, is a dwelling unit licensed to serve residents who are clients of the Department of Elderly 1359 
Affairs, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the Department of Juvenile Justice, or the Department 1360 
of Children and Family Services or licensed by the Agency for Health Care Administration which provides 1361 
a living environment for 7 to 14 unrelated residents who operate as the functional equivalent of a 1362 
family, including such supervision and care by supportive staff as may be necessary to meet the physical, 1363 
emotional, and social needs of the residents. 1364 

 1365 
GROUP QUARTERS. A building in which a number of unrelated individuals that do not 1366 

constitute a "family" live and share various spaces and facilities, for example, cooking, eating, 1367 
sanitation, relaxation, study and recreation. Examples of GROUP QUARTERS include fraternity 1368 
houses, boarding houses, adult congregate living facilities, dormitories, sororities, rooming house, 1369 
and other similar uses. 1370 

 1371 
GUEST/STAFF QUARTERS. A dwelling unit that is located on the same premises as the 1372 

principal building and is to be used exclusively for housing members of or guests of the family 1373 
occupying the principal building and/or members of the domestic staff employed on the premises. 1374 
Such unit may be in either the principal building or in an accessory building. If located in an 1375 
accessory building, such quarters may contain kitchen facilities; however, in no event shall the 1376 
principal building contain more than one kitchen facility. No such quarters shall be rented, leased, 1377 
or otherwise made available for compensation of any kind. Although a single premises may 1378 
contain such quarters both in the principal building and in a separate accessory structure, no more 1379 
than one accessory building containing guest/staff quarters shall be located on a premises. 1380 
(Ord. 114-00, 12-4-2000) 1381 
 1382 
Habitat, means the physical location or type of environment in which an organism or biological 1383 
population lives or occurs. 1384 
 1385 
Hardscape, are tangible objects and features other than plant materials, including, but not limited to, 1386 
steps and ramps, fountains and pools, fences, screens, dividers and walls, overhead structures (i.e. 1387 
trellis), decks, retaining walls, play equipment, benches and planters, drainage structures, lighting, 1388 
pavement, curbs, and site furnishings. 1389 
 1390 

 1391 
HARDWARE STORE. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of a number of basic 1392 

hardware lines, such as tools, builders' hardware, paint and glass, housewares and small household 1393 
appliances and cutlery. 1394 

 1395 
HAZARDOUS. Those structures, uses, materials or premises that constitute fire, explosion or 1396 

safety hazard and/or emit any atmospheric or environmental pollutant, light flashes, noxious gases, 1397 
electromagnetic interference, radioactive emissions, smoke or heat, glare, dust, direct odor, noise 1398 
or vibrations which may be heard or felt off the premises. 1399 

 1400 
NON-HAZARDOUS. Those structures, uses, materials or premises that do not constitute a 1401 

fire, explosion or safety hazard and/or do not emit any atmospheric or environmental pollutant, 1402 
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light flashes, noxious gases, electromagnetic interference, radioactive emissions, smoke or heat, 1403 
glare, dust, dirt, odor noise or vibrations which may be heard or felt off the premises. 1404 
 1405 
Hearing Examiner, is a person appointed to conduct public hearings and take action in action 1406 
proceedings as specified by this code. 1407 

 1408 
HEATING AND COOKING FUEL ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or portion of a premises, 1409 

occupied by an establishment engaged primarily in the retail selling of wood, heating fuel oil, or 1410 
bottled gas directly to ultimate consumers and not for resale. 1411 
 1412 
Hedge, is any group of shrubs planted in line or in groups that form a compact, dense, living barrier that 1413 
protects, shields, separates, or demarcates an area from view; any similar plant material, or similar plant 1414 
material in conjunction with a structure. 1415 

 1416 

Height, is the vertical distance measured from the lowest finished floor elevation to the lowest point 1417 
of the highest horizontal eave or to the highest point of the highest parapet wall, whichever is higher.  1418 

 1419 
HELIPORT. An area, either at ground level or elevated on a structure, licensed or approved 1420 

for the loading and takeoff of helicopters, and including auxiliary facilities such as parking, waiting 1421 
room, fueling and maintenance equipment. 1422 

HELISTOP. A heliport, but without ancillary facilities such as parking, waiting room, fueling 1423 
and maintenance equipment. 1424 
 1425 
Heritage Tree, is a Florida native canopy tree with a 20-inch caliper DBH or larger. 1426 
 1427 
Highest Adjacent Grade, is the highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to construction 1428 
next to the proposed walls or foundation of a structure. 1429 
 1430 
Historic Structure, is any structure that is determined eligible for the exception to the flood hazard area 1431 
requirements of the Florida Building Code, Existing Building, Chapter 11 Historic Buildings. 1432 
 1433 

HOME OCCUPATIONS. Will be as provided in § 3.19. 1434 
 1435 
Home Occupation, is an occupation for monetary gain or support conducted by members of a family 1436 
residing on residential premises, and conducted entirely within the dwelling, provided that no article is 1437 
sold or offered for sale except such as may be produced or acquired by members of the immediate 1438 
family residing on the premises. Home occupations shall not be construed to include barbershops, 1439 
beauty shops, tearooms, restaurants, dress shops, commercial kennels, real estate offices, dance 1440 
studios, astrologists/palmists and the like, band instrument instructors, photographic studios, and child 1441 
care facility for more than five children. 1442 

 1443 
HORTICULTURAL SPECIALTY FARMS. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied by an 1444 

establishment primarily having as the principal purpose of business the production for sale of 1445 
greenhouse, frame, cloth house, lath house, or outdoor-grown horticultural products such as 1446 
bulbs, florists' greens, herbs, mushrooms, flower seeds, sod crops, and trees. HORTICULTURAL 1447 
SPECIALTY FARMS may include landscaping service establishments. 1448 

 1449 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.19HOOCCOWIREPR
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HOSPICE. A facility designed to provide comfort and relief for the emotional and physical 1450 
needs of the terminally ill. 1451 
 1452 
Hospital, is an institution, licensed by the state department of health, providing primary health services 1453 
and medical or surgical care to persons, primarily inpatients, suffering from illness, disease, injury, 1454 
deformity, and other abnormal physical or mental conditions, and including as an integral part of the 1455 
institution, related facilities such as laboratories, outpatient facilities, or training facilities. 1456 

 1457 
HOTEL/MOTEL. Any building, or part thereof, in which sleeping or living accommodations are 1458 
offered on a short-term or transient basis, without regard to the form of ownership of the property 1459 
or of the units therein. However, in the event that either the property or any units therein are 1460 
owned by more than one person or entity, then the management of the entire facility must be 1461 
performed by a single on-site management company or entity. The term HOTEL/MOTEL shall 1462 
include, but not be limited to, any building, or part thereof, in which the right of use or occupancy 1463 
of any unit circulates among various occupants for specific periods of time less than a full year 1464 
during any given year, but not necessarily for consecutive years. 1465 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998)  1466 
 1467 
Hotel, is an establishment providing, for a fee, sleeping accommodations and customary lodging 1468 
services, including maid service, the furnishing and upkeep of furniture and bed linens, and telephone 1469 
and desk service. Related ancillary uses may include but shall not be limited to conference and meeting 1470 
rooms, restaurants, bars, and recreational facilities. 1471 
 1472 
 1473 
Household, is the person or persons occupying a dwelling unit. 1474 
 1475 
Impervious Surface, is any material that substantially reduces or prevents the infiltration of stormwater 1476 
into the ground. This shall include all buildings, pavement, pools and pool decks, sidewalks, and areas 1477 
covered with gravel, stones, paver blocks, shell, and rocks.  1478 

 1479 
INDOOR. Refers to that which is within a building. 1480 
 1481 
INSTRUCTIONAL STUDIO. An establishment, generally ancillary but related to the primary 1482 

use, where instructions are given in the fine arts (music, ceramics, pottery, painting, sculpture, etc.), 1483 
crafts, weaving, needlepoint, knitting, etc.), or professions (photography, singing, dancing, acting, 1484 
etc.). Such a studio must be able to accommodate more than one student and one teacher at any 1485 
time. 1486 
 1487 
Industry, Heavy, is manufacturing or other enterprises with significant external effects, or which pose 1488 
significant risks due to the involvement of explosives, radioactive materials, poisons, pesticides, 1489 
herbicides, or other hazardous materials in the manufacturing or other process. 1490 
 1491 
Industry, Light, includes research and development activities, the manufacturing, compounding, 1492 
processing, packaging, storage, assembly, or treatment of finished or semi-finished products from 1493 
previously prepared materials, which activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building. 1494 
Finished or semi-finished products may be temporarily stored outdoors pending shipment. 1495 

 1496 
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Infrastructure, means facilities and services needed to sustain industry, residential, commercial, and all 1497 
other land-use activities, including water, sewer lines, and other utilities, streets and roads, 1498 
communications, and public facilities such as fire stations, parks, schools, etc. 1499 
 1500 
Institutional Uses, are public or quasi-public uses in a non-for-profit nature typically engaged in public 1501 
service.   1502 
 1503 
Intensity, is the number of square feet of development per acre, or floor area ratio, by land use type 1504 
with respect to non-residential land uses. 1505 
 1506 
Invasive Species, means a species that is non-native to the ecosystem under consideration and whose 1507 
introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. 1508 

 1509 
JUNK YARD. Any use on private property involving the parking, storage or disassembly of 1510 

junked vehicles, or wrecked or nonoperable vehicles, storage, baling or otherwise dealing in 1511 
wastepaper, rags, scrap metal, used building materials, old household appliances and other similar 1512 
matter. 1513 

Such uses shall be considered junk yards whether or not all or part of such operations are 1514 
conducted within a building or in conjunction with, in addition to, or accessory to, other uses of 1515 
the premises. This definition shall not include pawn shops and establishments for the sale, 1516 
purchase or storage of usable second-hand cars, used furniture or similar household goods and 1517 
appliances. (See also § 3.3.7.) 1518 
 1519 
KITCHEN. An indoor portion of a structure specifically designed and equipped for the preparation, 1520 
service and storage of food. The kitchen shall be provided with, at a minimum, a functioning sink, 1521 
range, oven, and refrigerator. 1522 
(Ord. 61-13, 12-9-2013)  1523 
 1524 
Laboratory, Research, is a building or group of buildings in which facilities for scientific research, 1525 
investigation, testing, or experimentation are.  This does not include facilities for the manufacture or 1526 
sale of products, except as incidental to the main purpose of the laboratory. 1527 

 1528 
LAND AREA. The total land area within the property lines. 1529 

 1530 
Land Development Code, means the city’s zoning, subdivision, building, and other regulations 1531 
controlling the development of land. 1532 

 1533 
LANDSCAPING. The process of modifying or ornamenting a natural landscape by altering 1534 

the plant cover. (See § 5.2.) 1535 
 1536 
Landscaping, is the finishing and adornment of unpaved yard areas. Materials and treatment generally 1537 
include naturally growing elements such as grass, trees, shrubs, and flowers. This treatment may also 1538 
include the use of logs, rocks, fountains, water features, and contouring of the earth. 1539 

 1540 

Landscape Plan, is a plan associated with a subdivision master concept plan, or site development plan, 1541 
indicating the placement of landscape materials, including specifications, species, quantities, and 1542 
method of installation. 1543 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTVSUDERE_S5.2LA
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 1544 
Landscaped Area, is an area set aside from structures and parking which is developed with natural 1545 
materials (i.e. grass, trees, shrubs, vines, hedges, bedding plants, rock) and decorative features, 1546 
including paving materials, walls, fences, and outdoor furniture. 1547 
 1548 
Landscaping Services, is a business that provides services in horticulture and lawn maintenance off 1549 
premises on a contract basis or for a fee. Typical services may include golf course upkeep, landscape 1550 
gardening, tree planting, tree trimming or other similar services.  1551 

 1552 
LANDSCAPING SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. A premises, or portion of. a premises, occupied 1553 

by an establishment in which a person, or persons, practice a vocation that performs a type of 1554 
labor, act or work off the premises that primarily results in horticultural and lawn maintenance 1555 
services such as cemetery and golf course upkeep, landscape gardening, tree planting and similar 1556 
operations on a given premises normally on a contract basis or for a fee or 1557 
charge. LANDSCAPING SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS do not include horticultural specialty farms 1558 
or plant nurseries. 1559 

 1560 
LAND USE INTENSITY. The existing or potential use of the land's surface for various 1561 

activities. LAND USE INTENSITY is determined by the spatial requirements of an activity, the 1562 
relationship of structural mass to open space, the requirements for infrastructure (transportation, 1563 
water, sewer, electricity, and communications), and the activities environmental impacts. 1564 

 1565 
LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME. An occupied residence that is used for child care as 1566 

defined by F.S. § 402.302(8), as same may hereafter be amended. 1567 
(Ord. 98-03, 10-14-2003) 1568 
 1569 
Lattice, is an ornamental criss-crossed framework, an arrangement of crossing laths or other thin strips 1570 
of material which allows light and air to pass between the openings. 1571 

 1572 

 1573 
LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING PLANTS. A building, or portion of a building, occupied by 1574 

an establishment primarily engaged in the commercial operation of mechanical laundries with 1575 
steam or other power normally for a fee or charge and including rug cleaning, dry cleaning or 1576 
dyeing apparel and household fabrics or establishments supplying laundered linens, work clothing, 1577 
diapers, baby linens, or uniforms on a contract basis when such establishments operate their own 1578 
laundry facilities on the same premises. The establishment normally involves a substantial amount 1579 
of equipment and serves a relatively large trade area through direct or indirect pick up and 1580 
delivery of laundry and dry cleaning articles by personnel employed by the establishment. 1581 

 1582 
LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLY STORES. Establishments primarily engaged in selling trees, 1583 

shrubs, other plants, seeds, bulbs, mulches, soil conditioners, fertilizers, pesticides, garden tools, 1584 
and other garden supplies to the general public. These establishments primarily sell products, 1585 



P a g e  36 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

purchased from others, but may sell trees, shrubs or other plants which they grow themselves. 1586 
Establishments primarily engaged in growing are classified as plant nurseries. 1587 
 1588 
Letter of Map Change, (LOMC) is an official determination issued by FEMA that amends or revises an 1589 
effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Letters of Map Change include: 1590 
 1591 
Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): is an amendment based on technical data showing that a 1592 
property was incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area. A LOMA amends the 1593 
current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a specific property, portion of a 1594 
property, or structure is not located in a special flood hazard area. 1595 
 1596 
Letter of Map Revision (LOMR): is a revision based on technical data that may show changes to flood 1597 
zones, flood elevations, special flood hazard area boundaries and floodway delineations, and other 1598 
planimetric features. 1599 
 1600 
Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F): is a determination that a structure or parcel of land 1601 
has been elevated by fill above the base flood elevation and is, therefore, no longer located within the 1602 
special flood hazard area. In order to qualify for this determination, the fill must have been permitted 1603 
and placed in accordance with the City floodplain management regulations. 1604 
 1605 
Letter of Map Revision, Conditional (CLOMR): is a formal review and comment as to whether a 1606 
proposed flood protection project or other project complies with the minimum NFIP requirements for 1607 
such projects with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas. A CLOMR does not revise the 1608 
effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study; upon submission and approval of 1609 
certified as-built documentation, a Letter of Map Revision may be issued by FEMA to revise the 1610 
effective FIRM. 1611 

 1612 
Light Pollution, means any adverse effect of artificial light including, but not limited to, glare, light 1613 
trespass, skyglow, energy waste, and impacts on the nocturnal environment. 1614 
 1615 
Light Van, is any motor vehicle having a generally rectangular bulk, which is licensed and registered for 1616 
operation upon public highways and which has a carrying capacity of no more than one ton or no more 1617 
than nine passengers. 1618 
 1619 
Lighting, Fully Shielded/Cutoff, means any outdoor light fixture shielded in such a manner that all light 1620 
emitted by the fixture is projected below the horizontal as determined by a photometric test or certified 1621 
by the manufacturer. 1622 

 1623 
LINER BUILDING. A building or portion of a building constructed in front of a parking 1624 

garage, cinema, supermarket etc., to conceal large expanses of blank wall area and to face the 1625 
street space with a facade that has doors and windows opening onto the sidewalk. 1626 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 1627 
 1628 
Liner Building, is a building or portion of a building constructed in front of a parking garage. 1629 
 1630 
Lintel, means a horizontal support of timber, stone, concrete, or steel across the top of a door or 1631 
window. 1632 



P a g e  37 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

 1633 

 1634 
LIQUOR STORE. See PACKAGE STORE . 1635 
 1636 
Loading Space, is an off-street space, having a minimum width of 10 feet, length of 30 feet, and height 1637 
clearance of 14 feet, on the same lot with a building or group of buildings for temporary parking of a 1638 
commercial vehicle while loading and unloading merchandise or materials.   1639 

 1640 
LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY. The City of Cape Coral Planning and Zoning Commission when 1641 

reviewing matters related to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan as specified in F.S. Chapter 160. 1642 
 1643 
Local Planning Agency, is the City of Cape Coral Planning and Zoning Commission when reviewing 1644 
matters related to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan as specified in F.S. Chapter 160. 1645 

 1646 
LODGING HOUSE. A building in which up to four sleeping rooms are provided for occupancy 1647 

by nontransient persons with or without meals for compensation on a prearranged weekly or 1648 
monthly basis. A LODGING HOUSE shall include living quarters and may contain independent 1649 
cooking facilities designed for the resident manager only. (See § 3.4.) 1650 

 1651 
LOT. A parcel of land under one ownership occupied by or to be occupied by one principal 1652 

building and its accessory buildings and including the open spaces and yards required under this 1653 
ordinance. 1654 

 1655 
LOT LINE. A boundary dividing a lot from a right-of-way, adjoining lot or other adjoining 1656 
tract of land. 1657 

 1658 
FRONT LOT LINE. The lot line abutting a street right-of-way line. 1659 
 1660 
REAR LOT LINE. The lot line opposite the front lot line. 1661 
 1662 
SIDE LOT LINE. Lot lines other than the front or rear lot lines. 1663 

 1664 
CORNER LOT. A lot which abuts on two or more intersecting streets at their intersection, but 1665 
is not to include wing streets at cul-de-sac locations; wing streets at locations where road 1666 
angles or turns and the wing street is less than 120 feet in length. (See §§ 3.7.1 and 3.8.2.) 1667 

 1668 
DOUBLE FRONTAGE LOT. Any lot other than a corner lot which abuts on two streets. (See § 1669 
3.8(a).) 1670 
 1671 
LOT FRONTAGE. The horizontal linear dimension of a lot line that is common with a street 1672 

right-of-way line. Lot frontage shall be measured in a single plane as projected toward the street. 1673 
(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 1674 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.4OUDIMETEOTEVESASEFUEV
https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.8GERELOYA
https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.8GERELOYA
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LOT OF RECORD. A lot which is duly recorded in the office of the clerk of the local court of 1675 
record. 1676 
 1677 
Lot or Lot of Record, is a lot or tract that is part of a recorded subdivision that has been recorded with 1678 
the county clerk of courts office containing property tax records. 1679 

 1680 
LOT AREA. The total amount of land within the lot lines. 1681 

 1682 
Lot Coverage, refer to Section 1-112 of the Land Development Code. 1683 
 1684 
Lot, Corner, is a lot which abuts on two or more intersecting streets at their intersection, but is not to 1685 
include wing streets at cul-de-sac locations; wing streets at locations where road angles or turns and 1686 
the wing street is less than 120 feet in length. 1687 
 1688 
Lot, Double Frontage, is a lot having frontage on two nonintersecting streets, as distinguished from a 1689 
corner lot. 1690 
 1691 
Lot, Flag, is a lot not meeting minimum lot frontage requirements at the street and where access to a 1692 
right-of-way is provided by means of a long, narrow driveway between abutting lots.  1693 
 1694 
Lot Lines, are the property lines bounding the lot. 1695 
 1696 
Low Impact Development (LID), are systems and practices that use or mimic natural processes that 1697 
result in the infiltration, evapotranspiration, or use of stormwater in order to protect water quality and 1698 
associated aquatic habitat. 1699 
 1700 
Lowest Floor, is the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area of a building or structure, including 1701 
basement, but excluding any unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, other than a basement, usable 1702 
solely for vehicle parking, building access or limited storage provided that such enclosure is not built so 1703 
as to render the structure in violation of the non-elevation requirements of the Florida Building Code 1704 
or ASCE 24. 1705 
 1706 
Lumen, is the unit of measure used to quantify the amount of light produced by a lamp or emitted from 1707 
a luminaire.  One footcandle is equal to one lumen per square foot. 1708 

 1709 
MAIN PARCEL(S). Within a development containing multiple parcels, primary or principal 1710 

parcel(s), usually housing principal end users, such as the major store or stores within a shopping 1711 
center. A main parcel is typically significantly large in size than outparcels and may provide access 1712 
to outparcels. If a development has more than one main parcel, they are typically more similar, 1713 
though not necessarily identical, in size to each other than to outparcels. 1714 
(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 1715 
 1716 
Maintain, means in a condition or state of equivalent quality to that which was approved or required by 1717 
the city. 1718 
 1719 
Manufactured Home, is a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is eight feet or more 1720 
in width and greater than 400 square feet, and which is built on a permanent, integral chassis and is 1721 



P a g e  39 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the required utilities. The 1722 
term Manufactured Home does not include a "recreational vehicle" or "park trailer." The 1723 
term Manufactured Home shall also include the term "mobile home" as provided in Article 1724 
11. Definitions. 1725 
 1726 
Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision, is a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or 1727 
more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.  1728 
 1729 

 1730 
MANUFACTURING. Establishments which are primarily engaged in the mechanical or 1731 

chemical transformation of materials or substances into new products, as well as establishments 1732 
primarily engaged in assembling component parts of manufactured products if the new product is 1733 
not a permanent structure or other fixed improvement. 1734 
 1735 
Manufacturing, Heavy, is the manufacturing of products from raw or unprocessed materials, where the 1736 
finished product may be combustible or explosive. This category shall also include any establishment or 1737 
facility using large unscreened outdoor structures such as conveyor belt systems, cooling towers, cranes, 1738 
storage silos, or similar equipment, that cannot be integrated into the building design, or engaging in 1739 
largescale outdoor storage. Any industrial use that generates noise, odor, vibration, illumination, or 1740 
particulate that may be offensive or obnoxious adjacent land uses, or requires a significant amount of 1741 
on-site hazardous chemical storage shall be classified under this land use. This use shall include any 1742 
packaging of the product being manufactured on-site. 1743 
 1744 
Manufacturing, Light, is the indoor processing or fabrication of certain materials or products where no 1745 
process involved will produce noise, vibration, air pollution, fire hazard, or noxious emissions which will 1746 
disturb or endanger neighboring properties.  1747 
 1748 
Market Value, is the price at which a property will change hands between a willing buyer and a willing 1749 
seller, neither party being under compulsion to buy or sell and both having reasonable knowledge of 1750 
relevant facts. As used in this Article, the term refers to the market value of buildings and structures, 1751 
excluding the land and other improvements on the parcel. Market value may be established by a 1752 
qualified independent appraiser, actual cash value (replacement cost depreciated for age and quality 1753 
of construction), or tax assessment value adjusted to approximate market value by a factor provided by 1754 
the property appraiser. 1755 

 1756 
MARINA. A boating facility, chiefly for recreational boating, located on navigable water 1757 

frontage, and providing all or any combination of the following: boat slips or dockage, dry boat 1758 
storage, marine fuel and lubricants, marine supplies, restaurants or refreshment facilities, boat and 1759 
boat motor sales, and rentals. Minor boat rigging and motor repair which is incidental to the 1760 
principal marina use is generally allowed as an accessory use. However no dredge, barge or other 1761 
work dockage or service is permitted, and no boat construction or reconstruction is permitted. 1762 
(See BOAT YARD ). The word MARINE shall also apply to navigable fresh waters. This shall not be 1763 
construed to apply to docks, davits, and similar facilities appurtenant to a residential land use 1764 
providing only dockage or mooring. 1765 
 1766 
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Marina, is a waterfront establishment whose business is offering the rental or lease of slips for boats, 1767 
the sale or rental of boats and marine sporting equipment, and the servicing, repair, or storage of similar 1768 
items. Such establishments may also provide gasoline, sanitary pump-out service, and food and drink. 1769 
 1770 
Marine Improvement, means a whole, constructed marine structure including, but not limited to, 1771 
dock, boat lift, mooring posts, walkways, and other interconnecting parts. A boat canopy, its supports, 1772 
and its frame shall not be considered to be a part of the marine improvement to which they are 1773 
attached.  1774 
 1775 
Marine Improvement Area, is that area enclosed by the water frontage line, the offset line, and lines 1776 
connecting the ends of the offset line to corresponding offset points. This establishes the construction 1777 
envelope for marine improvements See Diagram 5.5.4.E. 1778 
 1779 
Master Concept Plan, is a general graphic depiction of the layout and/or design of a land development 1780 
project, which shall include written and quantitative information as required by the city, including a 1781 
phasing plan, but to be distinguished from a "site development plan," as defined herein. 1782 

 1783 
MASSAGE PARLORS. A shop, establishment or place of business wherein is administered 1784 

treatments with mechanical or electrical apparatus for the purpose of body slenderizing, body 1785 
reducing or body contouring, or all or any one or more of the following subjects and methods of 1786 
treatment, viz.: oil rubs, salt glows, hot or cold packs, all kinds of baths including steam rooms, 1787 
cabinet baths, sitz baths; irrigations, body massage either by hand or by any mechanical or 1788 
electrical apparatus or device excluding fever therapy, the application of such movements as 1789 
stroking, friction, rolling, vibration, kneading, cupping, petrissage, rubbing, effleurage, 1790 
tapotement. MASSAGE PARLORS shall be licensed by the state's Department of Professional 1791 
Regulations. 1792 

 1793 
MASSING. The apparent bulk or structural volume of a building as measured by its height, 1794 

width, and depth. 1795 
(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 1796 
 1797 
Mean Water Level, in regard to fresh water waterways, is the elevation established at the 1798 
downstream weir, and, in regard to saltwater waterways, the mean high water of +013 feet National 1799 
Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD-29). 1800 

 1801 
MEDICAL OFFICES AND MEDICAL CLINICS. A premises where patients, who are not lodged 1802 

overnight except for observation or emergency treatment, are treated by one person or group of 1803 
persons practicing any form of healing or health building services to individuals, whether such 1804 
persons are medical doctors, chiropractors, osteopaths, chiropodists, podiatrists, naturopaths, 1805 
dentists, counselors of all sorts, psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, nurse practitioners, 1806 
ophthalmologists, or any such profession, the practice of which is regulated by the State of Florida, 1807 
Department of Professional Regulation. Ancillary uses such as pharmacies, eye-wear centers, and 1808 
the like may also be located on the premises. 1809 
 1810 
Medical Marijuana Dispensary, is a facility where marijuana is made available for sale for medical 1811 
purposes.  This also includes establishments from which marijuana is delivered to patients who cannot 1812 
obtain it from a dispensary, due to physical or mental disability, for medical purposes. 1813 
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 1814 
MINI-WAREHOUSE. Any building designed or used to provide separate storage rooms to 1815 

individuals or businesses for a fee or rental, said rooms being intended solely as dead storage 1816 
depositories for personal property, inventory, and equipment, and not for any other commercial or 1817 
industrial use. (See WAREHOUSE, PUBLIC and STORAGE, DEAD .) 1818 

 1819 
Mini-Storage, See Self-Storage Facility. 1820 
 1821 
Mixed-Use Development, is a project which integrates residential and non-residential uses. 1822 
 1823 
Mixed-Use Building, is a building containing residential and non-residential uses permitted in the zoning 1824 
district.  1825 
 1826 
Mixed-Use Zoning Districts, includes the following zoning districts: Commercial Corridor (CC), 1827 
Neighborhood Commercial (NC), Mixed Use (MX), Mixed Use Seven Islands (MX7), Mixed Use Bimini 1828 
(MXB), South Cape (SC), and Planned Unit Developments (PUD).  1829 

 1830 
MODEL HOME SITE. A residential structure used only for demonstration, display or sales of 1831 

the approved model, not occupied as a dwelling unit, and open to the public for inspection. 1832 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998) 1833 
 1834 
Mobile Food Related Definitions: 1835 
 1836 
Food Truck, see “Mobile Food Unit”.   1837 
 1838 
Hot Dog Cart, is a non-motorized food unit which serves hot dogs, sausages, or other similar type foods 1839 
or beverage, or both, limited for immediate consumption and provides no seating.   1840 
 1841 
Mobile Food Trailer, is a food service unit that is delivered to an event or a location and then 1842 
transported again after a specific length of time. Mobile food trailers are commonly used at events 1843 
such as carnivals or fairs.  1844 
 1845 
Mobile Food Unit, is any food service unit serving food or beverage, or both, intended for immediate 1846 
consumption, which is self-propelled or otherwise moveable from place to place and contains utilities, 1847 
such as propane, water, electricity, and liquid waste disposal. An open bed truck is not considered a mobile 1848 
food unit. Also commonly known as a “food truck” or “mobile food trailer”. 1849 
 1850 
Mobile Food Vendor, is any person or business selling foods or beverage, or both, other than fresh fruits 1851 
or vegetables not intended for immediate consumption, from a mobile food unit, including a self-sufficient 1852 
mobile food unit or hot dog cart.  1853 
 1854 
Self-Sufficient Mobile Food Unit, is a mobile food unit containing, as part of the vehicle, a three-1855 
compartment sink for washing, rinsing, and sanitizing equipment and utensils; a separate hand-wash sink; 1856 
adequate refrigeration and storage capacity; full provision for of power utilities including electrical, LP 1857 
gas, or a portable power generation unit; a potable water holding tank; and a liquid waste disposal system.  1858 
 1859 
 1860 
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MOBILE HOME. A detached living unit will have all of the following characteristics: 1861 
Normally is identified by the manufacturer as a mobile home and/or displays a motor vehicle 1862 

license plate identifying it as a mobile home; 1863 
Designed to be transported after fabrication on its own wheels, or on flatbeds or other 1864 

trailers, or detachable wheels; 1865 
Designed primarily for long-term occupancy and containing sleeping accommodations, a 1866 

flush toilet, a tub or shower bath, and kitchen facilities, with plumbing and electrical connections 1867 
provided for attachment to outside systems; 1868 

Normally arrives at the site where it is to be occupied as a complete unit, including major 1869 
appliances and furniture, and ready for occupancy except for minor and incidental unpacking and 1870 
assembly operations, location on foundation supports, connection to utilities, and the like; 1871 

Any vehicle, trailer or similar portable structure, with or without its own motive power, having 1872 
no integral foundation other than wheels, jacks or skirtings, and used, designed or constructed to 1873 
be used as a conveyance on the public streets and designed or constructed to permit permanent 1874 
occupancy for living and sleeping purposes. Removal of the means of conveyance from a mobile 1875 
home or the construction of a permanent foundation for a mobile home does not change the 1876 
meaning of the word mobile home as defined or used in this ordinance. The term MOBILE 1877 
HOME does not include travel trailers; and 1878 

Insignia approved by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 1879 
(HUD). 1880 
 1881 
Model Home, is an unoccupied dwelling constructed upon a model home lot zoned for residential use 1882 
and on one of four contiguous lots from the arterial or collector roadway, with each lot under the 1883 
ownership of one or more builders intending to use the lots as model home sites or ancillary parking, for 1884 
display purposes, price quoting and consummation of sales contracts.  1885 
 1886 
Modular Structure, is a structure not built on-site but may be assembled on-site, which is placed on a 1887 
permanent foundation and meets the state building code standards.  1888 
 1889 
Mooring Piles, are posts, meant for tethering a watercraft to, which are anchored into the floor of a 1890 
waterbody.  1891 
 1892 
Monopole, is a style of free-standing tower that is composed of a single shaft, usually composed of two 1893 
or more hollow sections that are in turn attached to a foundation, with external antennas. This type of 1894 
tower is designed to support itself without use of guy wires or other stabilization devices. 1895 

 1896 
MORTUARIES or FUNERAL HOMES, Establishments engaged in preparing the dead for burial 1897 

or conducting funerals. 1898 
 1899 

 1900 
Motel, see “Hotel”.  1901 

 1902 
MOTION PICTURE THEATERS. A premises, or portion of a premises, occupied by an 1903 

establishment primarily engaged in the commercial exhibition of motion pictures, with or without 1904 
vaudeville presentations, normally open to the general public for a fee or charge. There shall be no 1905 
sale of alcoholic beverages. 1906 
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 1907 
MOTOR FREIGHT TERMINAL. A building or area in which trucks, including tractor or trailer 1908 

units, are parked, stored, or serviced, including the transfer, loading or unloading of goods. 1909 
A TERMINAL may include facilities for the temporary storage of loads prior to transshipment. 1910 
 1911 
Mulch, is any material such as wood chips, leaves, bark, straw, or other materials left loose and applied 1912 
to the soil surface to reduce evaporation. 1913 

 1914 
MULTIPLE FAMILY (MULTI-FAMILY). See DWELLING UNIT, TYPES . 1915 

(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 1916 
 1917 
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY COMPLEX. A parcel of property under one ownership or singular 1918 

control, or developed as a unified or coordinated project, with a building or buildings housing 1919 
more than five occupants conducting separate business operations. 1920 

 1921 
MULTI-USE. Development that includes residential and non-residential uses within the same 1922 

site. 1923 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 1924 
Mural, is any picture, scene, or diagram painted on any exterior wall or fence not interpreted by the 1925 
Director to be advertising. Murals determined to be advertising shall be considered a sign and shall be 1926 
included in the calculations of allowable sign area. 1927 

 1928 
MUSIC STORE. Establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of musical instruments, 1929 

phonograph records, cassette tapes, compact disks, sheet music, and similar musical supplies. The 1930 
establishment may also include an instructional music studio as an ancillary use. 1931 
 1932 
Native Species, is a plant or animal that originally occurred in an area. 1933 
 1934 
Natural Area, is land and water that has substantially retained its natural character or land and water 1935 
that, although altered in character, is important as habitats for plant, animal, or marine life, for the 1936 
study of its natural, historical, scientific, or paleontological features, or for the enjoyment of its natural 1937 
features. 1938 

 1939 
NATURE PRESERVE AND WILDLIFE PRESERVE. Areas set aside to permanently maintain and 1940 

protect certain natural ecological systems and wildlife in their current state of existence. Nature 1941 
trails, canoe trails, and interpretive displays will be allowed in preserves to promote environmental 1942 
awareness and passive recreation. No other construction shall be permitted. 1943 
(Ord. 71-91, 9-23-1991) 1944 
 1945 
Navigable Channel, means that portion of the waterway width in which no marine improvement may 1946 
lawfully be constructed. The access width of the waterway shall be calculated by subtracting from the 1947 
calculated waterway width twice the maximum distance that a marine improvement located along one 1948 
side of the waterway could lawfully project. 1949 
 1950 

NEIGHBORHOOD STORAGE FACILITY. Any building or group of buildings on a common site 1951 
designed to provide, generally for a fee, separate storage rooms or units for individuals or 1952 
businesses, and constructed so that overhead doors or individual storage unit doors that are not 1953 
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visible from adjoining property or from any public right-of-way provide the only access to the 1954 
aforesaid storage rooms or units. 1955 
(Ord. 81-00, 10-23-2000; Ord. 102-07, 9-10-2007; Ord. 15-17 , § 3, 4-3-2017) 1956 

 1957 
NET RESIDENTIAL DENSITY. The total number of dwelling units divided by the total number 1958 

of buildable acres of a subject site. 1959 
 1960 
NEWSSTAND. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of newspapers, magazines, 1961 

and other periodicals including home delivery: 1962 
 1963 
Newsrack or Newspaper Vending Machine, Any self-servicing or coin-operated box, container, 1964 
vending machine, storage unit, or other dispenser installed, used, or maintained for the display and 1965 
sale of newspapers, news periodicals, or magazines including the dissemination of any real estate or 1966 
advertising publications. 1967 
 1968 
New Construction, For the purposes of the flood resistant construction requirements of the Florida 1969 
Building Code, are structures for which the "start of construction" commenced on or after August 17, 1970 
1981 and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures. 1971 
 1972 
New Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision, is a manufactured home park or subdivision for which 1973 
the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed 1974 
(including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site 1975 
grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed on or after August 17, 1981. 1976 

 1977 
NIGHTCLUB. A restaurant, dining room, bar, or other similar establishment providing food or 1978 

refreshments wherein paid floor shows or other forms of paid entertainment are provided for 1979 
customers as part of the commercial enterprise. 1980 

 1981 
NONCONFORMING BUILDING. STRUCTURE, SITE, OR USE. A building, structure, site, or 1982 

use of any premises which does not conform with all provisions of the City of Cape Coral Land Use 1983 
and Development Regulations and the Cape Coral Comprehensive Plan, but which lawfully existed 1984 
before its designation as non-conforming by the adoption or amendment of the City of Cape Coral 1985 
Land Use and Development Regulations and the Cape Coral Comprehensive Plan. 1986 
(Ord. 44-06, 6-12-2006) 1987 
 1988 
Nonconforming, is when an existing lot, structure, building, sign, development, or use of an existing lot 1989 
or structure does not conform to one or more of the regulations currently applicable to the district in 1990 
which the lot, structure, building, sign, development, or use is located. 1991 
 1992 
Non-domestic animals, are farm animals including, but not limited to, horses, cattle, mules, goats, 1993 
sheep, swine and poultry. 1994 
 1995 
Non-domestic animal boarding, are establishments that board or house non-domestic animals for a 1996 
fee.  1997 
 1998 

NON-RESIDENTIAL USE. All uses permitted without residential component of any type. 1999 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 2000 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=824412
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 2001 
Nonresidential Use, is a use that does not include dwelling units.  Nonresidential uses include: 2002 
commercial, industrial, public, park, institutional, agricultural uses without a residence, and parts of 2003 
mixed-use developments not containing residential dwelling units. This includes hotels, motels, RV 2004 
parks, and campgrounds.  2005 

 2006 
Nonresidential zoning districts, includes the following zoning districts: Commercial (C), Professional 2007 
Office (P), Industrial (I), Institutional (INST), and Preservation (PV). 2008 

 2009 
Nuisance, is a thing, condition, or conduct that endangers health and safety, or unreasonably offends 2010 
the senses, or obstructs the free use and comfortable enjoyment of property, or essentially interferes 2011 
with the comfortable enjoyment of life.  2012 

 2013 
NURSING CARE HOME. A facility for the aged, chronically ill, or convalescent patients in 2014 

which persons, not of the immediate family, receive lodging, personal care, and nursing services as 2015 
defined in F.S. Chapter 464. 2016 
 2017 
Occupancy, means the residing of an individual overnight in a dwelling unit or the installation, storage, 2018 
or use of equipment, merchandise, or machinery in any public, commercial, or industrial building. 2019 
 2020 
Occupancy, Change of, means the discontinuance of an existing use and the substitution of a use of a 2021 
different kind or class in that same space. 2022 
 2023 
Offset Point, means the distance from the property line where a marine improvement may be built.  See 2024 
Diagram 5.5.4.C. 2025 

 2026 

OFF-STREET PARKING AREA. An area that includes parking spaces or stalls and associated 2027 
vehicular use areas, curbing and pavement. Off-street parking areas include surface parking lots 2028 
and similar facilities, but do not include parking structures. 2029 
(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 2030 

 2031 
OFFSET. A portion of a building upper story, roof, or ledge where the upper face is set back, 2032 

including dormers, reverse dormers, eyebrow windows and other similar roof elements. 2033 
(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 2034 
- 2035 
On-Site Sewage System, is a sewage-treatment system that includes a settling tank through which liquid 2036 
sewage flows and in which solid sewage settles and is decomposed by bacteria in the absence of oxygen.  2037 
 2038 
Open Space, Land and water areas retained for use as an active or passive recreation areas or for 2039 
resource protection in an essentially undeveloped state. 2040 
 2041 
Ornamental Grass, A self-supporting, non-woody, perennial species of the plant family, Poaceae, 2042 
Juncaceae, or Cyperaceae, that is not mowed but is allowed to grow to its full potential and is used in 2043 
the landscape in the same way as a shrub. 2044 
 2045 
Ornamental Wall, a wall that that is not used in the support of a building. 2046 

 2047 
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OUTDOOR. Refers to that which is not within a building. 2048 
- 2049 
Outdoor Lighting, means lighting equipment installed within the property line and outside the building 2050 
envelopes, whether attached to poles, building structures, the earth, or any other location; and any 2051 
associated lighting control equipment. 2052 
 2053 
Outdoor Storage, means the storage of any material for a period greater than 48 hours, including items 2054 
for sale, lease, processing, and repair (including vehicles) not in an enclosed building. 2055 
 2056 
Outdoor Screened Storage, the keeping of any goods or products within a structure not defined as a 2057 
building, or within a completely fenced or walled in area. The goods shall be screened by the structure, 2058 
wall or fence so as not to be seen from any other property. 2059 
 2060 
Outdoor Venue, means a commercial establishment which offers entertainment outside of a building, 2061 
including music. 2062 
 2063 
Outdoor Entertainment Event, means a temporary, outdoor event utilizing amplified sound equipment, 2064 
not associated with an established outdoor venue. 2065 
Owner-occupied, means a vacation rental that is the primary and permanent residence of the owner of 2066 
the property.  2067 
 2068 

OUTPARCEL. Within a development containing multiple parcels, a parcel that is subordinate 2069 
to and often divided from a main parcel or tract, defined by metes and bounds or by a subdivision 2070 
plat depicting it as an undivided tract, intended for conveyance to a party subsequent to the 2071 
original developer, or withheld by the developer for development separately from the majority of 2072 
the main parcel. An outparcel is typically significantly smaller than the main parcel(s), does not 2073 
contain the primary building or buildings associated with the development, and is intended for 2074 
development of one or more smaller freestanding buildings. Although not necessarily contiguous 2075 
to a main parcel, an outparcel is generally located along the perimeter of and interrupts the 2076 
frontage of one or more main parcels. An outparcel is generally subordinate to one or more main 2077 
parcels for access or drainage purposes. 2078 
 2079 
Outside Corner parcel, means a parcel of land which projects into one or more waterways so as to have 2080 
two or more sides abutting such waterway(s). 2081 
 2082 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003; Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 2083 

 2084 
OVERHANG. Structural projection of an upper story or roof beyond the story immediately 2085 

below. 2086 
 2087 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 2088 

 2089 
Owner, when used in relation to a motor vehicle or trailer, any person to whom a motor vehicle or 2090 
trailer is registered according to the certificate of title for the motor vehicle or trailer and, if the motor 2091 
vehicle or trailer is under lease, rental agreement, or on loan under any type of arrangement, gratuitous 2092 
or otherwise, shall include the person having possession or control of the vehicle. When used in relation 2093 
to privately real property in a residential zoning district, the term shall mean the owner according to 2094 
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the latest ad valorem tax records of the county and, if the privately property is under lease, rental 2095 
agreement, agreement for deed, or similar land contract shall include the person in possession and 2096 
control of the property. 2097 
 2098 

PACKAGE STORE. A place where alcoholic beverages are dispensed or sold in factory sealed 2099 
containers for consumption off premises. 2100 

 2101 
PARAPET. Portion of an exterior wall that extends above the roof. 2102 

(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 2103 
 2104 
Parapet, is that portion of the facade which extends above the roof.  2105 

 2106 
 2107 
Parcel, means a contiguous land under one ownership. 2108 

 2109 
PARKING STRUCTURE. A building or structure that allows the off-street parking of motor 2110 

vehicles on two or more stories, on any building or structure rooftop, or on any story above the 2111 
first story, or below grade with a building or structure above, whether the structure is provided 2112 
only for vehicles of occupants of the principal use or the structure is available for the use of the 2113 
general public. 2114 
 2115 
Park Trailer, is a transportable unit which has a body width not exceeding 14 feet and which is built 2116 
on a single chassis and is designed to provide seasonal or temporary living quarters when connected 2117 
to utilities necessary for operation of installed fixtures and appliances. 2118 
 2119 
Parking, Off-Street, is space designed for the parking of automobiles on premises other than streets. 2120 
 2121 
Parking, On-Street, is the storage space for an automobile that is within the street right-of-way.  2122 
 2123 
Parking, Satellite, is off-street parking spaces that are not on the same lot as the principal use. 2124 
 2125 
Parking, Shared, means joint use of a parking area by more than one use. 2126 
 2127 
Paved, means ground covered with stone, brick, concrete, asphalt, or other substantial matter making a 2128 
firm, smooth, and level surface. 2129 
 2130 
Paver, is a grid block designed for use as a driving or parking surface, installed with cavities (either the 2131 
kind in which grass can be planted or between the blocks) to minimize impervious surface and reduce 2132 
runoff. 2133 

 2134 

Pedestrian-Friendly/Oriented, means the density, layout, and infrastructure that encourages walking 2135 
and biking within a subdivision or development, including limited setbacks, front porches, sidewalks, and 2136 
bikepaths. 2137 
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 2138 
PERGOLA. A structure of colonnades supporting an open roof of crossing rafters or trellis. 2139 

 2140 
Pergola, is a structure, either freestanding or attached to a façade, usually consisting of parallel 2141 
colonnades supporting an open roof of girders and cross rafters built as an outdoor element for partial 2142 
shade. 2143 

 2144 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005; Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012; Ord. 31-16 , § 2, 8-1-2016) 2145 
 2146 
Permit, Conditional Use, is a use that is permitted if all specified conditions have been adhered to. 2147 
 2148 
Person, means individuals, partnerships, associations, and corporations.  2149 
 2150 
Personal Services Establishment, is an establishment which offers specialized services purchased 2151 
frequently by the consumer. Included are barbershops, beauty shops, chiropractic, dance studios, and 2152 
massage clinics, garment repair, tailoring, shoe repair, pet grooming, indoor pet sitting,and beauty 2153 
clinics, fitness centers, laundromats, drycleaners, photography and instructional studios, tattoo and 2154 
piercing studio, martial arts studios, and other similar establishments.  These uses may include accessory 2155 
retail sales of products related to the services provided. 2156 

 2157 
Pervious Surface, is any surface which allows a minimum of 80 percent precipitation from any source to 2158 
infiltrate directly into the ground. 2159 

 2160 
PET CEMETERY. An area of land set apart for the sole purpose of the burial of bodies of dead 2161 

animals and for the erection of customary markers, monuments, and mausoleums. 2162 
 2163 
PET SERVICES. Establishments providing grooming, obedience training, veterinarian services, 2164 

or animal day care. These establishments should not include boarding except for overnight 2165 
hospitalization for medical care.   2166 

 2167 
PET SHOP. Establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of pets and pet supplies. 2168 
 2169 
PHARMACY. An establishment strictly for the preparation and dispensing of prescription 2170 

drugs and medicines and related products. 2171 
 2172 
PHOTOFINISHING LABORATORIES. Establishments primarily engaged in developing films 2173 

and in making photographic prints and enlargements for the trade. 2174 
 2175 
Photovoltaic Solar System, is a system which uses one (1) or more photovoltaic panel(s) installed on 2176 
the surface of a roof, parallel to a sloped roof or surface or rack-mounted on a flat roof, to convert 2177 
sunlight into electricity. 2178 
 2179 
Pickup Truck, is any motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation of property within a 2180 
permanently attached open cargo box and having a gross motor vehicle weight of no more than 2181 
17,500 pounds, a height of no more than 82 inches (measured from the ground to the vehicle's 2182 
highest point excluding antennae), no more than six wheels, and no more than two axels. 2183 

 2184 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=783684
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PILASTER. A shallow rectangular column projecting only slightly from a wall. 2185 
(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 2186 
 2187 
Pilaster, is a rectangular column, especially one projecting from a wall.  2188 

 2189 

 2190 
Place of Religious Assembly, is a use within a permanent building that provides regular organized 2191 
worship and related incidental activities, except primary or secondary schools and day care facilities. 2192 

 2193 
PLACE OF WORSHIP. A structure or structures designed primarily for accommodating an 2194 

assembly of people for the purpose of religious worship including related religious instruction, 2195 
church/synagogue ministries involving classes for 100 or less children or adults during the week, 2196 
and other church/synagogue sponsored functions, which do not exceed the occupancy limits of 2197 
the building. Structures may also include utility buildings ancillary to the principal use. Day care 2198 
services for members may also be provided. 2199 

 2200 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (PDP). A complex of structures and uses planned as an 2201 

integral unit of development rather than as a single principal structure or use on a single lot. (See § 2202 
4.1.9B.) 2203 
 2204 
Planned Unit Development (PUD), is an area of land zoned and improved as a development for which 2205 
the otherwise applicable use and development requirements to allow for more flexible planning in 2206 
conformance with the development approval process and developed in accordance with the 2207 
provisions of this ordinance. 2208 

 2209 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION. The City of Cape Coral, Florida, Planning and 2210 

Zoning Commission, or its successor agency. 2211 
 2212 
PLANT NURSERY. Any lot, structure or premises used as an enterprise for the purpose of 2213 

growing or keeping of plants for sale or resale. 2214 
 2215 
PLAT. A map or delineated representation of the subdivision of lands, being a complete exact 2216 

representation of the subdivision and any other required information. 2217 
 2218 
PLAYHOUSE. See definition for PLAYHOUSE contained in § 3.1.6A. of the City of Cape Coral 2219 

Land Use and Development Regulations, which definition is incorporated herein in its entirety by 2220 
reference. 2221 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998) 2222 

 2223 
PLAZA. An unroofed, open space that is open to a public sidewalk on at least one side. 2224 

(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 2225 
 2226 
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Point of Intersection, is the point where two rights-of-way would meet if they were extended straight 2227 
rather than curving to create a rounded corner at an intersection. 2228 

 2229 
Pole-Mounted, means an antenna attached to or upon an electric transmission or distribution pole, a 2230 
streetlight, a traffic signal or similar facility within the public right-of-way or a utility easement. A utility 2231 
pole-mounted facility shall not be considered a wireless telecommunication facility. 2232 

 2233 
PORCH. An elevated, roofed, and un-walled platform on the facade of a building. 2234 

(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 2235 
 2236 
Porch, is a covered but unenclosed projection from the main wall of a building that may or may not use 2237 
columns or other ground supports for structural purposes and is not used for livable space. 2238 

 2239 

 2240 
Portico, means a structure consisting of a roof supported by columns at regular intervals, typically 2241 
attached as a porch to a building. 2242 

 2243 
 2244 

PORTICO, ATTACHED. Permanent structural cover affixed to and extending from the wall of 2245 
a building, protecting a doorway or walkway from the elements. 2246 
(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 2247 

 2248 
PORTICO, DETACHED. Freestanding structure which covers a walkway or service area. 2249 

(Ord. 101-03, 10-20-2003) 2250 
 2251 
PREMISES. A lot or other tract of land under one ownership and all the structures and uses 2252 

on it. 2253 
 2254 
Premises, is a distinct unit or parcel of land including the appurtenances thereon.  2255 
 2256 
Primary Frontage, is any portion of a property that faces any public Right-of-Way defined as a Boulevard, 2257 
a Parkway, or fronting Pine Island Road. 2258 
 2259 
Primary Frontage Line, see “Build-to-Line.” 2260 

 2261 
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PRINCIPAL BUILDING OR STRUCTURE. The building or structure in which is conducted the 2262 
principal use of the lot on which it is situated. 2263 

 2264 
PRIVATE PARK. A park facility operated by an association or organization which is open only 2265 

to bona fide members and guests of said association or organization. Commercially operated parks 2266 
are not within this definition. 2267 
 2268 
Private Property, is property that is owned, leased, operated, maintained or controlled by one or more 2269 
individuals or entities other than the city. 2270 
 2271 

PROCESSING AND WAREHOUSING. The storage of materials in a warehouse or terminal 2272 
and where such materials may be combined, broken down or aggregated for transshipment or 2273 
storage purposes where the original material is not chemically or physically changed. As used 2274 
herein, the termPROCESSING AND WAREHOUSING shall mean an establishment essentially for 2275 
storage and shipment as opposed to a manufacturing establishment. 2276 

 2277 
PROPERTY LINE. The recorded boundary of a lot or other tract of land under one ownership. 2278 

 2279 
Public Art or Sculpture, is any visual work of art displayed for two weeks or more in an open city-owned 2280 
area, on the exterior of any city-owned facility, within any city-owned facility in areas designated as public 2281 
area, lobbies, or public assembly areas, or on non-city property if the work of art is installed or financed, 2282 
either wholly or in part, with city funds or grants procured by the city. 2283 
 2284 

PUBLIC PARK. Any park, playground, beach, parkway, or other recreation areas and open 2285 
space, in which the county, state or federal government or other legally empowered governmental 2286 
unit has an interest. 2287 

 2288 
PRINTING SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. A building, or portion of a building, occupied by an 2289 

establishment in which a person, or persons, practice a vocation or occupation that performs a 2290 
type of labor, act or work that primarily results in publishing and printing and specialized aid and 2291 
assistance performed as a customer service and directly utilized by such customers in their 2292 
domestic or business operations normally for a fee or charge and not for resale. 2293 
 2294 
Public Parks and Recreational Facilities, means natural or landscaped areas, buildings, or structures, 2295 
provided by a government, to meet the active or passive recreational needs of people. 2296 
 2297 
Public Safety Facility, is a government facility for public safety and emergency services, including 2298 
facilities that provides police or fire protection and related administrative facilities and training facilities. 2299 

 2300 
Quay, is a modified seawall where a boat can dock parallel to the shore. 2301 

 2302 
RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS. A building, structure, or premises primarily engaged in 2303 

the staging, production and recording of radio or television programs. Such facilities may or may 2304 
not be capable of radio or television transmissions. (See TOWERS, COMMUNICATIONS .) 2305 
 2306 
Rain Sensor, is a calibrated device that is designed to measure rainfall and override the irrigation cycle 2307 
of the irrigation system when a pre-determined amount of rainfall has occurred. 2308 
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 2309 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. COMMERCIAL. A recreation facility operated as a business and 2310 

open to the public for a fee. 2311 
 2312 
PERSONAL. A recreation facility provided as an accessory use on the same premises as 2313 

the principal permitted use and designed to be used primarily by the occupants of the 2314 
principal use and their guests. 2315 

 2316 
PRIVATE. A recreation facility operated by a nonprofit organization, such as a 2317 

homeowners or condominium association, and open only to bona fide members and guests 2318 
of such nonprofit organization. This term shall not be interpreted to include fraternal or 2319 
membership organization clubs. 2320 

 2321 
PUBLIC. A recreation facility operated by a governmental agency and open to the 2322 

general public. 2323 
 2324 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. A vehicle designed for temporary living and sleeping purposes, 2325 

primarily for travel, recreational, and vacation uses, which: 2326 
(a) 2327 

Is self-propelled; or 2328 
(b) 2329 

Is identified by the manufacturer as a recreational vehicle; or 2330 
(c) 2331 

Is not more than eight and one-half feet in body width, exclusive of safety devices; or 2332 
(d) 2333 

Is of any weight provided that its body length does not exceed 50 feet, exclusive of bumpers and 2334 
safety devices. 2335 
 2336 
Recreational Vehicle, is a vehicle, including a park trailer, which is: 2337 
 2338 

1. Built on a single chassis; 2339 
 2340 
2. 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 2341 
 2342 
3. Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and 2343 
 2344 
4. Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for 2345 

recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 2346 
 2347 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK. A premises or portion of a premises in which sites are 2348 
improved and offered for lease, rent, or sale in any form to be occupied by certain types of 2349 
recreational vehicles, or developed with camping cabins utilized for sleeping or eating, to be used 2350 
for short-term rather than permanent occupancy. A recreational vehicle park shall not be 2351 
construed to be a RESORT. 2352 
(Ord. 1-13, 3-11-2013) 2353 
 2354 
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Redevelopment, is any proposed expansion, addition, or major facade change to an existing building, 2355 
structure, or parking facility. 2356 
 2357 
Reflecting Pool, is a shallow (less than 18” deep) pool designed as a feature of a garden, often 2358 
associated with seating and/or statues 2359 

 2360 
RELIGIOUS FACILITIES. Religious-related facilities and activities which may include, but are 2361 

not limited to: place of worship, bus storage facilities or areas, convents, monasteries, retreats, and 2362 
church/synagogue ministries involving classes for children and adults. 2363 
 2364 
Religious Institution, is a religious assembly that may also include related facilities such as a rectory, 2365 
convent, private school, licensed child or adult daycare, recreational facilities, or any combination 2366 
thereof.  2367 

 2368 
Residential Use, means a structure or part of a structure containing dwelling units, including single-family, 2369 
duplexes, multi-family dwellings, boarding or rooming houses. Residences do not include transient 2370 
accommodations such as transient hotels, motels, tourist cabins, RV parks, or, in a mixed-use structure, 2371 
that part of the structure used for any nonresidential uses. 2372 
 2373 

RESORT. A short-term lodging facility principally for the accommodation or short-term 2374 
residence of transient guests or vacationers but where the primary attraction is generally 2375 
recreational amenities, features or activities and open space. Resort patrons typically enjoy 2376 
recreational amenities, activities, or features including, but not limited to, golf courses, tennis 2377 
courts, recreational instruction, swimming, usage of water vehicles (canoes, kayaks, paddle boats, 2378 
jet skis, sailboats, etc.), and bicycle/pedestrian trails. Resorts emphasize recreation and open space 2379 
while providing lodging, the density/intensity and type of which shall be compatible with future 2380 
land uses and surrounding developments. 2381 
(Ord. 14-17 , § 4, 6-5-2017)  2382 
 2383 
Resort, is a facility principally for the accommodation or short-term residence of transient guests or 2384 
vacationers, but where the primary attraction is generally recreational features or activities. 2385 

 2386 
RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTER. A solid waste receiving site the purpose of which is resource 2387 

recovery or recycling. Materials to be received at such centers include paper and newspaper, 2388 
plastic containers and products, glass, and aluminum cans. 2389 

 2390 
RESTAURANT, FAST FOOD. An establishment whose principal business is the sale of food 2391 

and beverages in a ready to consume state for consumption: 2392 
(1) 2393 

Within the restaurant building, or outside the building but in an area set aside for customers; 2394 
(2) 2395 

Within a motor vehicle parked on the premises; or 2396 
(3) 2397 

Off the premises as carry-out orders, and whose principal method of operation includes the 2398 
following characteristics: food and beverages are usually served in edible containers or in paper, 2399 
plastic, or other disposable containers. 2400 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=835924
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A cafeteria or delicatessen shall not be deemed a fast-food restaurant for the purpose of this 2401 
ordinance. (See also DRIVE-THRU FACILITIES .) 2402 

 2403 
RESTAURANT, STANDARD. An establishment whose principal business is the sale of food 2404 

and beverages to customers in a ready-to-consume state, and whose principal method of 2405 
operation includes one or both of the following characteristics: 2406 

(1) 2407 
Customers, normally provided with an individual menu, are served their foods and beverages by a 2408 
restaurant employee at the same table or counter at which food and beverages are consumed; 2409 
and/or 2410 

(2) 2411 
A cafeteria-type operation where food and beverages generally are consumed within the 2412 
restaurant building. 2413 

 2414 
RETAIL ROADSIDE STAND, PERMANENT. A temporary building or structure, built in 2415 

accordance with all applicable Building Code requirements, which is designed, used or intended to 2416 
be used for the purpose of display and retail sales of farm products, such as fruits, vegetables and 2417 
flowers. 2418 
Retail Sales Establishment, is an establishment selling goods directly to the consumer.  Retaining Wall, is 2419 
a man-made barrier constructed for the purpose of stabilizing soil, slowing erosion, or terracing a parcel 2420 
or site. 2421 

 2422 
REVEALS. A groove or a step in a wall surface used to create lines, shadows, or visual interest 2423 

in the wall and thereby improve the appearance of the building. 2424 
(Ord. 84-07, 5-12-2008) 2425 
 2426 
Right-of-way, is a strip of land taken or dedicated for use as a public way. In addition to the roadway, 2427 
it normally incorporates the curbs, parking strips, sidewalks, lighting, drainage facilities, and canals. 2428 
 2429 
Riparian Buffer, is a vegetated buffer strip along a watercourse that filters stormwater and provides 2430 
wildlife habitat. 2431 

 2432 
ROAD. A private, traffic-carrying way set aside for vehicular traffic primarily serving only one 2433 

premises or planned development project including private driveways, entrance or exit roads and 2434 
similar private access roads. 2435 
 2436 
Roadside Fruit and Vegetable Stand, is a temporary building or structure, built in accordance with all 2437 
applicable Building Code requirements, which is designed, used or intended to be used for the 2438 
purpose of display and retail sales of farm products, such as fruits, vegetables, food products and 2439 
flowers. 2440 

 2441 
Roof Line (Deck Line), means the highest continuous horizontal line of a roof on a sloping roof, the roof 2442 
line is the principal ridge line or the highest line common to one (1) or more principal slopes of the roof. 2443 
On a flat roof, the roof line is the highest continuous line of a roof or parapet, whichever is higher.  2444 
 2445 
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ROOMING HOUSE. A residential building used, or intended to be used, as a place where 2446 
sleeping or housekeeping accommodations are furnished or provided for pay to transient or 2447 
permanent guests or tenants in which less than ten and more than three rooms are used for the 2448 
accommodation of such guests or tenants, but which does not maintain a public dining room in 2449 
the same building or in any accessory building. There shall be no independent cooking facilities of 2450 
any kind in such rooms, but there may be an independent cooking facility designed for the 2451 
resident manager or owner only. (See § 3.3(e).) 2452 
 2453 
Runoff, is stormwater leaving a site due to the force of gravity. 2454 

 2455 
Sand Dunes, are naturally occurring accumulations of sand in ridges or mounds landward of the beach. 2456 
 2457 
School, is an institution for the teaching of children or adults including primary and secondary schools, 2458 
colleges, professional, dance, business, trade, art, and similar facilities. 2459 
 2460 

SCHOOLS. Institutions functioning as educational facilities and providing education 2461 
curriculum(s). This category shall include, but not be limited to, educational facilities offering 2462 
elementary and/or secondary grades (regardless of whether such facility offers a preschool or 2463 
kindergarten), special classes, adult education programs, vocational and/or technical education 2464 
facilities, colleges and universities, whether offering educational programs full-time or part-time, 2465 
and day or evening classes. Preschool(s) and kindergarten(s) which are affiliated with an education 2466 
facility(ies) offering grades one and/or higher which is categorized as a SCHOOL herein shall be 2467 
deemed to be a part of such "school facility" and shall not be deemed child care facilities. 2468 
(Ord. 3-97, 2-10-1997) 2469 
 2470 
Screened, means obscured from public view. 2471 
 2472 
Screening, is a visual barrier consisting of permanent, dense vegetation, or other permitted structure 2473 
at least equal in height to the recreational vehicle, boat, or boat trailer but which does not violate any 2474 
height limitation for barriers in the applicable zoning district. 2475 
 2476 
Seating Capacity, is the actual number of seats available for use based upon the number of seats or 2477 
one seat per 24 inches of bench or pew length. For other areas where seats are not fixed, the seating 2478 
capacity shall be determined as indicated by the Florida Building Code. 2479 
 2480 
Seawall, is a wall built along a shoreline. 2481 
 2482 

SELF-SERVICE FUEL PUMPS. Vehicle fuel dispensing pumps providing an accessory use to a 2483 
permitted retail trade establishment but in which only "self-service" pumps are provided and no 2484 
other vehicle service is provided. 2485 

 2486 
SELF-SERVICE FUEL PUMP STATION. An establishment which is primarily for the purpose of 2487 

retail selling of motor vehicle fuels and in which no other vehicle service is provided. Ancillary sales 2488 
may include some convenience commodities such as tobacco or dairy products. 2489 
 2490 
Self-Service Storage Facility, is a building used for the storage of personal property where individual 2491 
owners control individual storage spaces. 2492 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIISUDIRE_S3.3SPUSRE


P a g e  56 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

 2493 
    2494 
Septic Tank, see on-site sewage system. 2495 

 2496 
SETBACK. The area between the parcel line and the setback line. 2497 

(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998) 2498 
 2499 
Setback, is the minimum horizontal distance between a structure and a property line. 2500 

 2501 
SETBACK LINE(S). The line(s) located at the minimum or maximum distance from the lot line 2502 

and establishing the area in which buildings may be erected or placed on the lot. 2503 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998; Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 2504 

 2505 
SEWAGE. Human body wastes and the wastes from toilets or other receptacles intended to 2506 

receive or retain body wastes and wastes either solid or liquid resulting from the preparation of 2507 
food or cleaning utensils and dishes used in the preparation and serving of food. 2508 

SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS. See definition for SEXUALLY ORIENTED 2509 
BUSINESS contained in § 12-62 of the City of Cape Coral Code of Ordinances, which definition is 2510 
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference. 2511 
(Ord. 49-94, 10-11-1994) 2512 

 2513 
SHED. Any residential accessory structure that is utilized for the purpose of storage of 2514 

household items such as lawn and garden equipment, pool equipment, toys, or hobby or other 2515 
recreational items, or as a hobby-related workshop, and that does not have a door or other 2516 
entranceway into a dwelling unit. 2517 
(Ord. 1-01, 2-5-2001)  2518 
 2519 
Shed, is an accessory structure, attached or detached from the primary structure, which is used 2520 
primarily for storage and not intended for human occupancy.  A shed shall not include storage 2521 
containers or shipping containers. 2522 
 2523 

SHOPPING CENTER. A grouping of consumer-oriented commercial establishments, planned 2524 
and developed as a single structure or under a unified architectural theme, owned and managed as 2525 
a unit, and providing a range of goods and services specific to a definable market area, and 2526 
providing customer and employee parking off-street and on-site. 2527 
 2528 
Shopping Center, is a group of retail and other commercial businesses that are within a development.  2529 
 2530 
Shrub, is a woody plant that produces multiples stems or trunks rather than a single tree-like stem. 2531 
Sidewalk, is an improved pedestrian surface that is typically in a right-of-way. 2532 

 2533 
Sign Related Definitions 2534 
 2535 
Abandoned Sign, is a sign whose message describes the availability of goods or services at a location 2536 
where such goods and services are no longer available and have ceased to be available for a period of at 2537 
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least 60 days or, in the alternative, a sign which is non-commercial in nature and the content of the sign 2538 
pertains to a time, event or purpose which has elapsed or expired in the preceding 60 days.  2539 
 2540 
A-Frame Sign, is a sign that is self-supporting and portable with steeply angled sides that meet and are 2541 
adjoined at the top to form the shape of the letter "A." Two individual signs attached at the top that were 2542 
not manufactured to be an A-frame sign shall not be considered to meet this definition.  2543 
 2544 
Animated Sign, is a sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action or the appearance of 2545 
motion. This definition includes blinking, flashing, moving and revolving signs; strobe, laser, fiber optic, 2546 
search lights and string lighting of any type. Time and temperature devices shall not be considered 2547 
animated signs. In addition, temporary electronic changeable message signs required by government 2548 
agencies for road and street repairs and similar activities shall not be considered animated signs.  2549 
 2550 
Awning, is a cloth, plastic, or other non-structural covering or canopy which is permanently attached to a 2551 
building, regardless of whether the covering or canopy can be raised or retracted to a position against the 2552 
building when not in use.  2553 
 2554 
Awning Sign, is a sign that is painted, installed, or otherwise applied to or located directly on an awning. 2555 
For purposes of this article, signs that are suspended from awnings shall not be considered awning signs.  2556 
 2557 
Backlit Awning, is an awning comprised of covering material exhibiting the characteristic of luminosity 2558 
obtained by means of a source of illumination contained within its framework.  2559 

 2560 
Bandit Sign: means the same as a snipe sign. See Snipe sign. 2561 
 2562 
Banner.  2563 
 2564 

(1)  A sign composed of a logo, characters, letters, illustrations, or design on a lightweight material 2565 
either enclosed or not enclosed in a rigid frame and secured or mounted to allow movement 2566 
caused by the atmosphere, including feather banners, streamers, and pennants but not 2567 
including flags.  2568 

(2)  A string of pennants consisting of any series of pieces of cloth, plastic, paper, or other material 2569 
attached in a row at only one or more edges, or by one or more corners, the remainder hanging 2570 
loosely, to any wire, cord, string, rope, or similar device shall be considered a banner.  2571 

 2572 
Bench/Shelter Sign, is any sign painted on or attached to a bus bench or to a bus waiting or phone booth 2573 
shelter.  2574 
 2575 
Blinking Sign, see Flashing Sign. 2576 
 2577 
Building Frontage, is the dimension (measured in linear feet) of the overall width of the primary side of a 2578 
building containing one or more business establishments or other entities. For purposes of this article, the 2579 
primary side of a building shall be the side of the building that includes the primary entrance or the side 2580 
of the building that faces the front lot line, at the option of the property owner. If the primary entrance is 2581 
at an angle, the property owner may choose the building frontage. On a site with multiple buildings, if a 2582 
building does not directly face a street, the building frontage will be considered the street that other 2583 
adjacent or contiguous buildings face.  2584 
 2585 
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Building Sign, Is any sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a freestanding sign.  2586 
 2587 
Changeable Copy Sign (Manual), is a sign or portions thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that 2588 
can be changed or rearranged manually, on the sign itself, without altering the face or the surface of the 2589 
sign.  2590 
 2591 
Commercial Sign, is a sign that, directly or indirectly, names or calls attention to a business, product, 2592 
service, or other commercial activity. For purposes of this article, all signs on non-residential property 2593 
shall be presumed commercial; however, the presumption shall be considered rebuttable and may be 2594 
overcome if a reasonable person could logically conclude that the presumption is invalid. For purposes of 2595 
this article, terms such as sale, special, clearance, or other words which relate to commercial activity shall 2596 
be deemed to be commercial messages. The identification by name of an apartment or condominium 2597 
development on a residential sign at the apartment or condominium development site shall not be 2598 
considered a commercial message.  2599 
 2600 
Development Identification Sign, is a permanent sign, either ground sign or located on a subdivision entry 2601 
feature or perimeter wall, at a main entrance to a subdivision or residential development identifying the 2602 
name of the development or subdivision.  2603 
 2604 
Directional Sign, is a sign denoting the business names, location, addresses (real or virtual), and/or 2605 
occupations of those tenants located upon a subject site or which provides information as to the location 2606 
of a parking lot, building entrance, or other destination, activity, or facility and contains no commercial 2607 
message.  2608 
 2609 
Electronic Message Center (EMC). Is a variable message sign that utilizes computer generated messages 2610 
or some other electronic means of changing copy. These signs include displays using incandescent 2611 
lamps, LEDs, LCDs or a flipper matrix. 2612 
 2613 
Fascia Sign, Is a sign located on the fascia of a roof or canopy, or affixed to the front of a mansard roof, 2614 
including signs that extend the plane of the structural fascia such that the vertical dimension of the sign 2615 
is no more than one-third the distance from the ground to the bottom of the fascia, and lateral supports 2616 
are used.  2617 
 2618 
Feather Banner, Is a type of temporary lightweight sign comprised of a partial metal or plastic frame, pole, 2619 
and/or base to which a vinyl, nylon, canvas, or polyester fabric sign face is attached. Depending on the 2620 
shape and type of movement, such signs also may be called "flutter," "teardrop," "flying," "wing," "bow," 2621 
"blade," "rectangular," or other banners.  2622 
 2623 
Figure Structured Sign, Is any sign which consists of and/or contains a three dimensional character, 2624 
symbol, or emblem portraying a commercial message which exists solely to attract the attention of the 2625 
public. For purposes of this article, memorial signs shall not be considered a FIGURE STRUCTURED SIGN .  2626 
 2627 
Flag, Is any fabric or bunting used as a symbol, as of a nation, government, political subdivision, or other 2628 
ntity, or as a signaling device.  2629 
 2630 
Flag Standard, Is a readily transferable device or pole which supports flag(s). A tubular device which is set 2631 
in the ground and does not extend above ground level, and any poles or tubes that support a flag or flags 2632 
and are either inserted into the tubular device set in the ground or inserted directly into the ground, are 2633 
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flag standards, provided the poles or tubes supporting the flag(s) do not extend more than eight feet 2634 
above ground level.  2635 
 2636 
Flagpole, Is a permanently attached fixture or pole which supports flags.  2637 
 2638 
Flashing Sign, Is any illuminated sign, on which the artificial source of light is not maintained stationary 2639 
or constant in intensity and color at all times when such sign is illuminated. For the purposes of this 2640 
definition, any moving illuminated sign affected by intermittent lighting shall be deemed a flashing sign. 2641 
 2642 
Freestanding Sign, Is any sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, or anchored in, the 2643 
ground and that are independent from any building, wall, fence, vehicle, or object other than the sign 2644 
structure for support.  2645 
 2646 
Incidental Sign, Is a sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary to the use of the site on 2647 
which it is located.  Furthermore, the term INCIDENTAL SIGN shall not include a sign designed to be 2648 
transported by means of wheels, a sign converted to an A- or T-frame, a sandwich-board sign, or a skid-2649 
mounted sign, regardless of the nature of the information that such sign may contain.  2650 
 2651 
Inflatable Object, Is an object of any shape that is expanded or capable of expansion by means of air or 2652 
gas, such as a balloon, wind sock, or air tube, and which is used as a means of attracting attention to a 2653 
site, product, or event.  2654 
 2655 
Integral Sign, Is a sign which is built in to or constructed as part of the architectural design of the building 2656 
and if removed would change the design of the building.  2657 
 2658 
Interior Sign, Is a sign located within the interior of any building, or within an inner, outer, or enclosed 2659 
lobby or court of any building or theater, not including window and door signs.  2660 
 2661 
Logo, Is an emblem, character, pictograph, trademark, or symbol used to represent a firm, organization, 2662 
entity, product, or service.  2663 
 2664 
Marquee, Is any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or extending along and 2665 
projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and constructed to provide protection from 2666 
the weather.  2667 
 2668 
Memorial Sign, Is a permanent commemorative or historical sign, plaque, inscription, or similar group of 2669 
symbols that is engraved on a building or a cemetery tombstone or that is located at a memorial erected 2670 
by, or with the approval of, a governmental entity. For purposes of this definition, a memorial includes 2671 
any building, structure, or location intended to honor persons, places, or events.  2672 
 2673 
Menu Board, Is a permanently mounted sign located adjacent to and oriented toward a lawfully 2674 
established drive-through lane of a commercial enterprise.  2675 
 2676 
Multiple Business or Entity Sites, Is any development containing two or more tenants on one ownership 2677 
parcel that is zoned professional, commercial, industrial, mixed use, institutional, downtown, or 2678 
agricultural. In addition, this term shall include all properties approved under any planned development 2679 
project that are zoned commercial, professional, industrial, mixed use, institutional, downtown, or 2680 
agricultural. MULTIPLE BUSINESS OR ENTITY SITES , for purposes of this article, shall be deemed to also 2681 
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include developed properties located within 25 feet of an improved public parking lot or area, and for 2682 
which such public parking lot or area provides the minimum parking needs required for such developed 2683 
properties as well as the public parking lot or area itself.  2684 
 2685 
Murals,. Is any figures, designs, pictures, characters, etc. which are painted or adhesively applied directly 2686 
onto the window or wall of a building. For purposes of this article, figures, designs, pictures, characters, 2687 
etc. which are nailed, bolted, or otherwise attached to a building wall or window are not "applied directly" 2688 
onto the wall or window of a building and, therefore, are not murals. For purposes of this article, MURALS 2689 
are not signs so long as they contain no logo, words, or letters, either foreign or domestic. In the event a 2690 
figure, design, picture, or character, that contains words or letters, either foreign or domestic, is painted 2691 
or otherwise applied directly onto the window or wall of a building, the entire such figure, design, picture, 2692 
or character is not a mural, but instead is a SIGN , the area of which shall encompass the entire figure, 2693 
design, picture, and/or character that is applied directly onto the window or wall and not merely the 2694 
portion containing the logo(s), word(s), or letter(s).  2695 
Nameplate Sign, Is a sign indicating the name, profession, address, or some combination thereof, of a 2696 
person, persons, business, or other entity legally occupying the building, unit, or establishment.  2697 
 2698 
Noncommercial Sign, Is a sign which does not meet the definition of a commercial sign.  2699 
 2700 
Obscene Sign, Is a sign whose contents meet the judicially established definition of obscenity or that is 2701 
otherwise considered obscene under Florida Statutes.  2702 
 2703 
Off-Site Sign, Is a permanently or temporarily affixed or hand-held sign identifying, advertising, or 2704 
directing the public to a commercial business, product, service, entertainment, or activity which is located, 2705 
sold, rented, based, produced, manufactured, or furnished or taking place at a location other than on the 2706 
property or multiple business or entity site on which the sign is located. A sign containing a non-2707 
commercial message shall not be considered to be an off-site sign.  2708 
 2709 
Parasite Sign, Is any sign not exempted by the sign code, for which no permit has been issued, and which 2710 
is hung from, attached to, or added onto an existing sign.  2711 
 2712 
Portable Sign, Is any non-exempt sign that is not permanently located on or attached to the ground, 2713 
permanent structure, an inflatable object or umbrella, or that is hand held, worn as part of a costume or 2714 
item of clothing, or that is designed to be transported, including, but not limited to: signs designed to be 2715 
transported by means of wheels; a sign converted to a T-frame; or skid-mounted signs. A hand held sign 2716 
or a sign worn as part of a costume or item of clothing containing a non-commercial message shall not be 2717 
considered to be a portable sign.  2718 
 2719 
Projected Image Sign, Is a sign that uses technology to project an image, logo, or other graphic on 2720 
buildings, structures, sidewalks, or surfaces.  The image itself has no physical structure but is still 2721 
considered a sign. 2722 
 2723 
Reflective Sign, Is a sign constructed of mirrors or other surfaces that reflect light.  2724 
 2725 
Raceway, is a structure used for wall-mounted signage with individual letters or characters, located 2726 
upon the exterior wall surface between the wall and the letters or sign characters. Raceways contain 2727 
wiring, conduit, transformers, and other electrical components. 2728 
 2729 
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Residential Sign, is any sign, not otherwise defined and regulated in this article as an allowed sign in a 2730 
residential zoning district, located in a district zoned for residential uses that contains no commercial 2731 
message.  2732 
 2733 
Roof Sign, is any sign, structure, or object painted or affixed to the roof of any building, excluding 2734 
components integrated into the design of the roof structure, provided that no part of the sign, structure, 2735 
or object extends vertically above the highest portion of the roof nor extends horizontally breaking the 2736 
vertical plane of the roofline and/or building, whichever is greater.  2737 
 2738 
Rotating, Is a sign that revolves or turns or has external sign elements that revolve or turn. Such sign 2739 
may be power-driven or propelled by the force of wind or air. 2740 
 2741 
Sign,  Is any character, letter, figure, symbol, design, model, or device, or combination thereof, and all 2742 
parts composing the same, together with the frame, background, or support, which is used to attract 2743 
attention or to convey a message, regardless of the type of surface upon which the message appears and 2744 
regardless of whether it is permanently affixed, portable, hand held, or worn as part of a costume or item 2745 
of clothing.  2746 
 2747 
Sign Blade, Is a sign that is attached to a real estate sign or support structure.  2748 
 2749 
Snipe Sign,  iIs a sign made of any material when such sign is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or 2750 
otherwise attached to or placed on public property such as but not limited to a public utility pole, a 2751 
public street sign, a public utility box, a public fire hydrant, a public right-of way, public street furniture, 2752 
or other public property; except for A-frame signs that are temporarily placed on public property under 2753 
such limitations and constraints as may be set forth in the Land Development Code.  2754 
 2755 
Street Frontage, is the linear dimension of the front of a building site as described in Article III, § 3.8 of 2756 
the Land Use and Development regulations. In the case of a double frontage site and for the purpose of 2757 
administration of this article, this dimension shall be based on a single lot front adjacent to the street 2758 
right-of-way of which the site is addressed.  2759 
 2760 
Suspended Sign, is a sign, other than a parasite sign, that is suspended from and supported by the 2761 
underside of an awning, a marquee, a fascia, an umbrella, or a building overhang.  2762 
 2763 
Temporary, means sot exceeding 30 consecutive days in duration or of such limited duration as otherwise 2764 
provided in this article.  2765 
 2766 
Tenant, is any person, agent, firm, corporation or division who uses or occupies land, a building or portion 2767 
of a building by title, under a lease, by payment of rent or who exercises limited control over the space, 2768 
where the space meets the Florida Building Code requirements of fire partitions which require a wall 2769 
permitted by the building type of construction that is fire-resistant rated of not less than one hour that 2770 
separates individual tenant spaces.  2771 
 2772 
Traditional Public Forum, is a place that has, by tradition or practice, been held out for general use by the 2773 
public, including, but not limited to, public parks, sidewalks, and areas that have been open to political 2774 
speech and debate.  2775 
 2776 
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Traffic Control Device Sign, is any Government Sign located within the right-of-way that is used as a 2777 
traffic control device and that is described and identified in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 2778 
Devices (MUTCD) and approved by the Federal Highway Administrator as the National Standard. A 2779 
traffic control device sign includes those Government Signs that are classified and defined by their 2780 
function as regulatory signs (that give notice of traffic laws or regulations), warning signs (that give 2781 
notice of a situation that might not readily be apparent), and guide signs (that show route designations, 2782 
directions, distances, services, points of interest, and other geographical, recreational, or cultural 2783 
information). 2784 
 2785 
Vehicle Sign, is any sign that is attached to or painted on a vehicle or trailer, parked to be visible from and 2786 
to clearly provide advertising visible from the public right-of-way or parked on public property to clearly 2787 
provide a commercial message close to the public right-of-way, unless the vehicle is used by a proprietor 2788 
or employee of the business for commuting between the business location and home or is used in the 2789 
usual course or operation of a business. Factors to be considered in determining whether a vehicle is used 2790 
in the usual course or operation of a business shall include whether the vehicle is operable, whether the 2791 
vehicle has a current registration in the State of Florida, the role the vehicle plays in the business, and the 2792 
frequency with which the vehicle is used in the course or the operation of the business. In addition, any 2793 
sign that is composed of fabric, paper, or other lightweight material, or wood (unless the wood is an 2794 
integral part of the vehicle itself), or that is physically supported by a motor vehicle, but not applied 2795 
directly to the surface of the motor vehicle, or that is attached to the vehicle in such a manner as to 2796 
constitute a safety hazard if the vehicle were to be driven with the sign in place, such as signs located so 2797 
as to impair the vision of the driver of the vehicle or insecurely mounted so as to present a danger of 2798 
falling off the vehicles while it is being driven, shall be presumed to be a vehicle sign. Further, any sign 2799 
bearing a commercial message that is attached to or painted on a vehicle or trailer which is routinely 2800 
parked or otherwise located on a site or sites other than that at which the firm, product, or services 2801 
advertised on such sign is offered shall be presumed to be a vehicle sign.  2802 
 2803 
Window/Door Sign. Any sign, picture, symbol, or combination thereof that is placed upon a window or 2804 
door and that is visible from the exterior of the window or door. The term WINDOW/DOOR SIGN shall 2805 
not include interior signs and/or product displays that are located inside a business unit and that are 2806 
visible from outside the business unit. Furthermore, murals on windows or doors shall not be deemed to 2807 
be WINDOW/DOOR SIGNS. 2808 
 2809 
Sill, means a shelf or slab of stone, wood, or metal at the foot of a window or doorway. 2810 
 2811 

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE. See DWELLING UNIT, TYPES . 2812 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 2813 
 2814 
Site Development Plan, is the 100% detailed set of construction plans for installation of land 2815 
development improvements for a site which must be approved prior to the release of a site 2816 
development permit. 2817 

 2818 
SITE PLAN. A map, plan or chart of a tract of land or property which is drawn to scale and shows 2819 
the existing or proposed location of boundary lines, buildings, structures, uses or any other 2820 
required data or information. 2821 

 2822 
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SLEEPING ROOM. A single room rented for living purposes, but without cooking facilities or 2823 
other amenities for separate and independent housekeeping. A SLEEPING ROOM shall not be 2824 
construed to mean a dwelling or sleeping unit. 2825 

 2826 
SLEEPING UNITS. A single room or suite intended for occupancy by transient persons which 2827 

are lodged with or without meals for compensation. ASLEEPING UNIT shall not be construed to 2828 
mean a dwelling unit. Such units shall not contain any cooking facilities of any kind. 2829 
 2830 
Slope, is the degree of deviation of a surface from the horizontal, usually expressed in percent, degrees, 2831 
or rise over run. 2832 
 2833 
Socially-Active Open Space, is open space with a minimum width of 30 feet that is created and designed 2834 
for year-round active use by the public in the form of active lawn areas, plazas, squares, courtyards, and 2835 
gardens. Amenities are logically arranged and typically include paths, formal or informal planting areas, 2836 
and furnishings.   2837 

 2838 
Sod, is the grass-covered surface of the ground and the soil below the surface only to the depth of the 2839 
roots of the grass. 2840 
 2841 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Arrays, is a device or combination of devices or structures that transforms direct 2842 
solar energy into thermal, chemical, or electrical energy and that contributes significantly to a structure’s 2843 
energy supply  2844 
 2845 

SOLID WASTE. Garbage, trash, refuse and other discarded solid material, including solid 2846 
waste materials resulting from commercial, industrial or agricultural operations, but does not 2847 
include materials in sewage, in industrial waste water effluents or in storm water runoff. 2848 
 2849 
Sound Amplification Device, means equipment designed to increase the volume of sound created by a 2850 
separate source such as a musical instrument or a human voice. The term does not include a standard 2851 
radio, DVD player or similar device, but does include “stand alone” amplified microphone systems. 2852 
 2853 
Special Event, is a preplanned single gathering, event or series of related consecutive gatherings or events 2854 
of an entertainment, cultural, recreational, educational, political, religious, or sporting nature, or any 2855 
nature, that is sponsored by an individual or entity and is open to the public in general. 2856 
 2857 
Special Exception, is a use which is essential to or would promote the public health, safety, or welfare 2858 
in one or more districts, but which would impair the integrity and character of the district in which it 2859 
is located, or in adjoining districts unless restrictions or conditions on location, size, extent and 2860 
character of performance are imposed in addition to those imposed in this ordinance.  2861 

 2862 
SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE. A use which is essential to or would promote the public health, 2863 

safety, or welfare in one or more districts, but which would impair the integrity and character of 2864 
the district in which it is located, or in adjoining districts unless restrictions or conditions on 2865 
location, size, extent and character of performance are imposed in addition to those imposed in 2866 
this ordinance. 2867 
 2868 
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Special Flood Hazard Area, is an area in the floodplain subject to a 1% or greater chance of flooding in 2869 
any given year. Special flood hazard areas are shown on FIRMs as Zone A, AO, A1 A30, AE, A99, AH, V1 2870 
V30, VE or V. 2871 
 2872 

SPORTS ACADEMY. A commercial school which provides instruction for amateur and 2873 
professional athletes and that includes ancillary lodging, cafeteria, and sports facilities for use by 2874 
athletes. 2875 
(Ord. 14-17 , § 4, 6-5-2017) 2876 

 2877 
STABLE, BOARDING. Any location where horses are kept which is not a "Private" or 2878 

"Commercial Recreation Stable" as defined herein, for a fee. 2879 
(Ord. 71-91, 9-23-1991) 2880 
 2881 

STABLE, COMMERCIAL RECREATION. Any location where horses are kept principally for sale 2882 
or hire. 2883 

 2884 
STABLE, PRIVATE. Any premises where horses, which are owned by and solely for the use of 2885 

the occupants of the premises, are kept. A private stable is an ancillary use to the principal 2886 
residence. 2887 

 2888 
STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (SIC). A two, three, or four digit numeric code 2889 

that identifies commercial or industrial activities and classifies firms according to standards set 2890 
down in the Standard Industrial Classification Manual , 1972 (Washington: GPO, 1972) as 2891 
revised 1987. 2892 
 2893 
Start of Construction, is the date of issuance for new construction and substantial improvements to 2894 
existing structures, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, 2895 
addition, placement, or other improvement is within 180 days of the date of the issuance. The actual 2896 
start of construction means either the first placement of permanent construction of a building 2897 
(including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of 2898 
piles, the construction of columns. Permanent construction does not include land preparation (such as 2899 
clearing, grading, or filling), the installation of streets or walkways, excavation for a basement, footings, 2900 
piers, or foundations, the erection of temporary forms or the installation of accessory buildings such as 2901 
garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main buildings. For a substantial 2902 
improvement, the actual Start of Construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or 2903 
other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 2904 
building. 2905 
 2906 

STOOP. A small, un-walled, elevated entrance platform which includes a means of access, 2907 
generally being stairs or a ramp, and which usually leads to the main entrance door of a building. 2908 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005)  2909 
 2910 
Stoop, means a small staircase ending in a platform and leading to the entrance of a building. 2911 
 2912 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=835924
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 2913 

 2914 
STORAGE. The safekeeping of any goods, wares, products, or other commodities in any area 2915 

for more than 48 hours for later use or disposal. This term shall not include animals, nor shall it 2916 
apply to customary and usual activities accessory to agricultural or residential dwellings. 2917 

 2918 
STORAGE, DEAD. The storage of goods, wares, products or other commodities, with no sales, 2919 

conferences, or other human activity other than the placement, removal, or sorting of stored items. 2920 
See WAREHOUSE, PUBLIC . 2921 
(Ord. 71-91, 9-23-1991) 2922 

 2923 
STORAGE, ENCLOSED. The keeping of any goods or products within a structure not defined 2924 

as a building, or within a completely fenced or walled in area. The goods shall be screened by the 2925 
structure, wall or fence so as not to be seen from any other property. 2926 
(Ord. 18-99, 5-3-1999) 2927 

 2928 
STORAGE, INDOOR. Storage accessory to a permitted use and which is contained wholly 2929 

within a building. When listed as a permitted or permissible use in the Zoning District Regulations, 2930 
it shall not be construed to mean "Warehouse" or "Mini-warehouse". 2931 

 2932 
STORAGE, OPEN. Any storage not defined as "Indoor" or "Enclosed". 2933 

 2934 
Stormwater, is the flow of water or the water itself which results from precipitation. 2935 

 2936 
STORY. That portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and upper 2937 

surface of the floor or roof next above. STORIES used exclusively for parking vehicles count the 2938 
same as habitable stories. Where upper floors are partially omitted to create an atrium or other 2939 
taller space, the number of stories shall be determined by the portion of the building where the 2940 
upper floors have not been omitted. Space within a roofline that is entirely non-habitable shall not 2941 
be considered to be a STORY . 2942 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005) 2943 

 2944 
STORY, FIRST. The lowermost story that is entirely above grade. 2945 

(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 2946 
STREET. A public traffic-carrying way set aside for vehicular traffic, regardless of size or 2947 

designation, but excluding roads. 2948 
(a) 2949 

FREEWAYS and INTERSTATES. Arterial streets designed primarily for major through traffic with 2950 
full control of access and grade separations at all intersections. 2951 

(b) 2952 
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ARTERIAL STREETS. A street designed or utilized primarily for high vehicular speeds or for heavy 2953 
traffic volumes. 2954 

(c) 2955 
MAJOR COLLECTOR STREETS. A street which carries, or will carry, medium traffic volumes 2956 
primarily from minor collector streets to arterial streets. 2957 

(d) 2958 
MINOR COLLECTOR STREETS. A street which carries, or will carry, medium traffic volumes 2959 
primarily from minor streets to major collector streets. 2960 

(e) 2961 
MINOR STREETS. A street which is used or will be used primarily for access to abutting properties 2962 
and which carries, or will carry, limited traffic volumes. 2963 

(f) 2964 
MARGINAL ACCESS STREETS. A minor street which is parallel to and adjacent to arterial streets 2965 
and which serves to reduce the number of access points to the arterial streets and thereby increase 2966 
traffic safety. 2967 

(g) 2968 
ALLEY. A street used primarily for vehicular service access to the back or side of properties which 2969 
otherwise abut on a street. However, in the downtown zoning district(s), when these regulations 2970 
refer to "visible from a public street", "facing a street", or similar language, the term street shall not 2971 
be deemed to include alleys. 2972 
(Ord. 91-05, 11-14-2005; Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 2973 
 2974 
Streetscape, is the visual image of a street, including the combination of buildings, parking, signs, and 2975 
other hardscape and street furniture 2976 

 2977 
STRUCTURE. Any combination of materials fabricated to fulfill a function in a fixed location 2978 

on the land, including buildings and signs. 2979 
 2980 
Structure, is anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires permanent location on the 2981 
ground or attached to something having a permanent location on the ground including but not limited 2982 
to fences, signs, kiosks, or similar uses. 2983 
 2984 
Structure-Mounted, means a wireless telecommunications facility, tower or antenna which is mounted 2985 
to an existing building or structure not otherwise meant to support a wireless telecommunication 2986 
facility, tower or antenna. 2987 

 2988 
STUDIO. An establishment in which an artist or craftsperson practices their art, craft, or 2989 

vocation. 2990 
 2991 
Subdivision, is the division of land into two or more lots or a development consisting of multiple 2992 
subdivided lots. 2993 
 2994 
Subdivision Construction Plan, is the 100% detailed set of construction plans for installation of land 2995 
development improvements of a subdivision which must be approved prior to the release of a 2996 
subdivision infrastructure permit. 2997 
 2998 
Subdivision Plat, is the schematic representation of land divided or to be divided. 2999 
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 3000 
Subdivision Plat, Final, is the plat to be given final approval which includes all changes, additional 3001 
information, and requirements imposed by the city. The final plat is recorded in the county clerk of 3002 
courts. 3003 
 3004 
Substantial Damage, is the damage of any origin sustained by a building or structure whereby the cost 3005 
of restoring the building or structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of 3006 
the market value of the building or structure before the damage occurred. 3007 
 3008 
Substantial Improvement, is any combination of repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or 3009 
other improvement of a building or structure taking place during a five-year period, the cumulative cost 3010 
of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the building or structure before the improvement 3011 
or repair is started. For each building or structure, the five-year period begins on the date of the first 3012 
improvement or repair of that building or structure subsequent to August 17, 1981. If the structure has 3013 
incurred "substantial damage," any repairs are considered substantial improvement regardless of the 3014 
actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either: 3015 
 3016 

1. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct existing health, sanitary, or 3017 
safety code violations identified by the building official and that are the minimum necessary 3018 
to assure safe living conditions; and 3019 

 3020 
2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided the alteration will not preclude the 3021 

structure's continued designation as a historic structure. 3022 
 3023 
Substantial Renovation, means repair or changes worth 50%, or more, of the fair market value of the 3024 
structure and improvements, not including the land. 3025 
 3026 

SUPERMARKET. A retail establishment which is principally for the sale of general food items 3027 
on a cash and carry basis, generally self-service in arrangement, and frequently with a wide range 3028 
of nonfood items including sundries, package sale of alcoholic beverages, hardware and the like, 3029 
and frequently housing discrete but subordinate commercial operations, such as, bakeries, 3030 
restaurants, pharmacies and package stores. A SUPERMARKET is to be distinguished from a 3031 
grocery store on the basis of scale, being usually 25,000 square feet or larger in size, and the 3032 
broader mix of goods and services. 3033 

 3034 
SURFACED IN A STABLE MANNER. The term surfaced in a stable manner shall mean 3035 

surfaced in a manner approved by the Director, or other designated official; however, such 3036 
pavement shall be of a stable type and shall be designed to carry the anticipated traffic loads of 3037 
the premises and uses served and shall conform with appropriate current city standard 3038 
specifications. 3039 
 3040 
Swimming Pool, is a structure, whether above or below grade level, designed to hold water more than 30 3041 
inches deep to be used for recreational purposes.  3042 

 3043 
SWIMMING POOL SUPPLY STORE. An establishment engaged in the retail sale of swimming 3044 

pool supplies, such as pumps, motors, cleaning and maintenance supplies, and pool accessories 3045 
such as spas and hot tubs. 3046 
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(Ord. 6-10, 5-24-2010) 3047 
 3048 
TASTING ROOM. A dedicated area within an artisan brewery, distillery or winery where beer, 3049 

spirits, or wine is sampled and food may be served to patrons. Such facilities may also be used for 3050 
the hosting of private and public events. 3051 
(Ord. 30-14, § 2, 10-20-2014; Ord. 36-15, § 4, 8-31-2015) 3052 

 3053 
TELEMARKETING ESTABLISHMENT. An establishment primarily engaged in the selling of 3054 

goods and services through telephone solicitations. 3055 
 3056 
Temporary Storage Container, is a standardized, reusable vessel that is designed and constructed for 3057 
the primary purpose of packing, shipping, and transportation of goods or freight and are designed or 3058 
capable of being mounted or moved on a truck, train, or ship. 3059 
 3060 
Temporary Use, is a use of land, buildings or structures that are established for a fixed period of time 3061 
with the intent to discontinue the use upon the expiration of such time. 3062 

 3063 
THEATER, INDOOR. A building or part thereof devoted to showing motion pictures, or for 3064 

dramatic, musical or live entertainment, but not including "Nightclubs" which are specifically 3065 
defined. 3066 
 3067 
Trailer, is any vehicle without motive power designed for carrying persons or property on its own 3068 
structure and to be drawn by a motor vehicle regardless of hitch type. 3069 
 3070 
Trailer, Boat, is a trailer that is designed and constructed by the manufacturer for the primary 3071 
purpose of carrying and launching a boat. 3072 
 3073 
Transient Occupants, means any person, or guest or invitee of such person, who occupies or is in actual 3074 
or apparent control or possession of residential property registered as a vacation rental. It shall be a 3075 
rebuttable presumption that any person who holds themselves out as being an occupant or guest of an 3076 
occupant of the vacation rental is a transient occupant.  3077 
 3078 

 3079 
TRAVEL TRAILER. A vehicular portable structure designed for temporary living and sleeping 3080 

purposes, primarily for travel, recreational and vacation uses, which: 3081 
(a) 3082 

Is identified by the manufacturer as a travel trailer; or 3083 
(b) 3084 

Is not more than eight feet in body width; or 3085 
(c) 3086 

Is of any weight provided that its body length does not exceed 32 feet; or 3087 
(d) 3088 

Is of any length provided that its gross weight, factory equipped for use, does not exceed 4,500 3089 
pounds. 3090 
 3091 
Tree, is a self-supporting plant having at least one well-defined woody stem or trunk and normally 3092 
attaining a mature height of at least 15 feet, with an average mature spread of at least 15 feet. 3093 
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 3094 
Tree, Accent, is a smaller tree whose mature height can be expected to range between 15 feet and 30 3095 
feet and which has an expected crown spread range between 15 feet and 25 feet. 3096 
 3097 
Tree, Canopy, is a larger tree species that normally achieves an overall height and spread at maturity of 3098 
30 feet or more. 3099 
 3100 
Tree, Palm, is an unbranched, evergreen tree that grows in tropical regions and has a straight, tall trunk 3101 
and many large leaves at the top of the trunk. 3102 
 3103 

TRELLIS. An architectural structure usually made from an open framework or lattice of 3104 
interwoven or intersecting pieces of wood, bamboo, or metal that is normally made to support and 3105 
display climbing plants. 3106 
(Ord. 31-16 , § 2, 8-1-2016) 3107 
 3108 
Trellis, is a vertical panel of lattice designed to support vine plants.  3109 
 3110 
Truck, is any motor vehicle, other than a pickup truck or light van, designed primarily for the 3111 
transportation of property or cargo. 3112 
 3113 

TRUCK STOP. An establishment where the principal use is primarily the refueling and 3114 
servicing of trucks and tractor-trailer rigs. Such establishments may have restaurants or snack bars 3115 
and sleeping accommodations for the drivers of such over-the-road equipment and may provide 3116 
facilities for the repair and maintenance of such equipment. 3117 

 3118 
TRUCKING TERMINAL. An area of building where cargo is stored and where trucks load and 3119 

unload cargo on a regular basis. 3120 
 3121 
UNTREATED SEWAGE. Sewage other than that discharged from a vessel having sanitation 3122 

devices installed and operated in compliance with standards and regulations issued pursuant to 3123 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, or in the absence of such standards and 3124 
regulations or prior to their effective date, sewage which has not been treated to conform to the 3125 
applicable specifications of the state. 3126 

 3127 
USE. Any purpose for which a building or other structure or a tract of land may be designed, 3128 

arranged, intended, maintained, or occupied; or any activity; occupation, business or operation 3129 
carried on, or intended to be carried on, in a building or other structure or on a tract of land. 3130 
 3131 
Utility Line, is an underground conduit and related facilities, including pipe or cable, by which a 3132 
person furnishes material or service. 3133 
 3134 
Utilities, Incidental Activities or Facilities, means the construction or placement of public utilities or 3135 
other infrastructure on a permanent or temporary basis. Examples of "incidental utility activities" 3136 
include drainage improvements, stormwater retention or detention features, valves, hydrants, street 3137 
improvements, temporary boat launches for water quality sampling, extension of water and sewer lines, 3138 
and small-scale lift stations that are not enclosed in a structure (125 cubic feet or less).  3139 
 3140 

https://library.municode.com/fl/cape_coral/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=783684
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Utilities, Major Public Facilities, is any public service improvement or structure developed by or for a 3141 
public agency that is not defined as an incidental public facility, including but not limited to electrical 3142 
substations, sewer and water treatment plants, water reservoirs, trunk lines, regional stormwater 3143 
detention facilities, new or expanded public buildings designed for human occupancy that increase 3144 
traffic within a neighborhood, and active park improvements such as ball fields or restroom facilities. 3145 
 3146 
Utilities, Private, means utilities that are not subject to city acceptance for operation or maintenance. 3147 
For purposes of this code, private utilities include natural gas lines, power lines, telephone lines, cable 3148 
television lines, and other communication lines, their appurtenances and any component part(s) 3149 
thereof, and the utility companies’ operation, maintenance, repair, and replacement of same.  3150 

 3151 
VARIANCEVariance. A departure from the terms of this ordinance pertaining to height, width, depth 3152 
and area of structures and size of yards, and parking space and sign requirements, where such 3153 
departure will not be contrary to the public interest, and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the 3154 
property because of its size, shape or topography, and not as a result of the actions of the applicant, 3155 
the literal enforcement of this ordinance would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. (See §§ 3156 
4.1.9A. and 5.1.15.) 3157 
(Ord. 68-98, 11-30-1998) 3158 
 3159 
VARIETY STORE. A retail store offering a broad mix of generally non-durable goods, notions and 3160 
sundries, also generally of moderate price. Durable goods (furniture, large appliances and the like) 3161 
are seldom offered in a variety store. 3162 
 3163 
Vehicle Fueling Station, means any place where motor vehicle fuel is sold and dispensed. Accessory 3164 
activities may include the retail sale of convenience items or a car wash. 3165 
 3166 
Vehicle for Human Habitation, is a house car, camp car, camper, house trailer, or any vehicle by 3167 
whatever name known, school bus, or other bus designed or adaptable for human habitation, whether 3168 
such vehicle moves by its own power or by power supplied by a separate vehicle. 3169 
 3170 
Vehicle Repair Service Establishment, is a building or structure used for the repair and maintenance 3171 
of automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, trailers, or similar vehicles. 3172 
Vehicle Sales, is the sale of motorized vehicles such as cars, trucks, vans, and motorcycles.  3173 

 3174 
VESSEL. Any boat, ship or other type of watercraft or contrivance capable of being used for 3175 

transportation on water or as a floating object. 3176 
 3177 
Vested Property Rights, means the right to undertake and complete the development and use of 3178 
property under the terms and conditions of an approved site-specific development plan or an approved 3179 
phased development plan for a specified time, regardless of changes in this ordinance. 3180 

 3181 
VETERINARIAN AND ANIMAL CLINIC. See definition for “pet services”. A premises, or 3182 

portion of a premises, occupied by an establishment in which a person, or persons, practice a 3183 
vocation or occupation that performs a type of labor, act or work that primarily results in the 3184 
medicine, dentistry or surgery of animals, and similar veterinary services normally for a fee or 3185 
charge. VETERINARIAN AND ANIMAL CLINICS do not include "Animal Specialty Farms". 3186 
 3187 



P a g e  71 | 72 

Article 11 Definitions. Final P&Z public hearing version. November 30, 2018 

Vicinity Map, is a drawing or diagram, to the appropriate scale to show the location of the proposed 3188 
development in relation to abutting properties, major streets, and other known landmarks. 3189 
 3190 
Visibility Triangle, is a triangular area at the intersection of two streets, or a street and a driveway; two 3191 
sides of which are measured from the point of intersection for a distance specified. The third side of the 3192 
triangle is a line across the corner of the lot joining the ends of the other two sides.  3193 

 3194 
Wall, is an upright structure, with a continuous footer, constructed of building material, such as masonry, 3195 
wood, or plaster serving to enclose, divide, or protect an area. 3196 
 3197 
WAREHOUSE, PRIVATE. Indoor terminal facilities operated primarily for a specific commercial 3198 
establishment or group of establishments in a particular industrial or economic field, such as 3199 
moving companies, transfer companies, freight delivery, specific retail store storage, or beverage 3200 
distribution, but not generally accessible to the public. 3201 

 3202 
WAREHOUSE, PUBLIC. Indoor terminal facilities available to the general public at a fee for 3203 

the dead storage of farm products, furniture and other household goods or commercial or private 3204 
goods of any nature. (See also WAREHOUSE .) 3205 
 3206 
Water Frontage Line, means the line at which a waterfront parcel abuts the waterway. If the 3207 
waterfront parcel has a seawall, the seawall face shall be deemed the water frontage line for the 3208 
parcel. For waterfront parcels that have a property line, but no seawall, abutting the waterway, such 3209 
property line shall be deemed the water frontage line. See Diagram 5.5.4.A. 3210 
 3211 
Waterfront Parcel, means a parcel which abuts a waterbody.  3212 
 3213 
Waterway, is any man-made or natural body of water, including, canals, lakes, and basins, within the 3214 
City of Cape Coral. 3215 
 3216 
Waterway Access Ratio, means shall be calculated by dividing the waterway access width by the 3217 
calculated width of the waterway. See 5.5.4.B. 3218 
 3219 
Waterway Center Point (WCP), is a point on the centerline of the canal 40 feet from the water's end. 3220 
See Diagram 5.5.4.B. 3221 
 3222 
Watercourse, is a channel in which a flow of water occurs either continuously or intermittently in a 3223 
definite direction. The term applies to either natural or artificially constructed channels. 3224 
 3225 
Watercraft, is a boat, houseboat, canoe, raft, surfboard, or other apparatus designed for use on water, 3226 
including motors or engines designed to propel such craft or apparatus. 3227 
 3228 
Watercraft, Personal, is a recreational watercraft that a rider sits or stands on rather than inside, as one 3229 
would a boat. 3230 

 3231 
WATERS OF THIS CITY. All navigable waters or waters connected thereto within the 3232 

boundaries of the city. 3233 
 3234 
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Wetlands, are lands transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water table is 3235 
usually at or near the surface or the land is covered by shallow water. For purposes of this definition, 3236 
wetlands must have the following three attributes: (a) have a predominance of hydric soils; (b) are 3237 
inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support a 3238 
prevalence of hydrophytic vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions; and (c) under 3239 
normal circumstances support a prevalence of such vegetation. 3240 
 3241 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, establishments that provide treatment, care, and rehabilitation of 3242 
injured or sick wildlife.  3243 
 3244 
Wireless Communication, is the transmission and reception of voice, data or video transmission via 3245 
radio frequency (RF) signals through electromagnetic energy.    3246 
 3247 
Wireless Communication Facility (WCF), is any cables, wires, lines, wave guides, antennas, and other 3248 
equipment associated with the transmission or reception of telecommunications installed upon a tower 3249 
or antenna support structure, including ground-based equipment in direct support of such transmission 3250 
or reception. However, the term “Wireless communication facility” shall not include amateur radio 3251 
antennas. 3252 

 3253 
YARD. The open space surrounding the principal building on any lot, unoccupied and 3254 

unobstructed by a portion of that building from the ground to the sky except where specifically 3255 
permitted by this ordinance. YARDS are further defined as follows: 3256 

(a) 3257 
FRONT YARD. That portion of the yard extending the full width of the lot and measured between 3258 
the front lot line and a parallel line tangent to the nearest part of the principal building, which line 3259 
shall be designated as the front yard line. 3260 
(Ord. 15-12, 9-10-2012) 3261 

(b) 3262 
REAR YARD. That portion of the yard extending the full width of the lot and measured between 3263 
the rear lot line and parallel line tangent to the nearest part of the principal building. 3264 

(c) 3265 
SIDE YARDS. Those portions of the yard extending from the front property line to the rear 3266 
property line and measured between the side lot lines and parallel lines tangent to the nearest 3267 
parts of the principal building. 3268 
 3269 
Yard, is the open space surrounding the principal building on any lot, unoccupied and unobstructed by a 3270 
portion of that building from the ground to the sky except where specifically permitted by this 3271 
ordinance. 3272 


